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NISTERS AND CQMMISSE > 
oners of Kirkes. Reformed. with, 
intie-Realme of Scotland, con- : 
uened Mm the Generall- Aſſeryblie 
+»Edinburgh the 25, day-of. Dow: 
cember. 156 5. L0.all thartre Wray 
ly profeſſe the Lord Jeſus within, 
the ame Realme,,'qr cls. . where,: 
. viſhe grace and mercy from . 
. God the Father, and from 
his onely. Son&our Lord - «. 
.Teſus Chriſt, with the... 
-.. perpetual] confory ....':., 4 
.-.- of tae halle. | | 
"Spirite, 


bn H "7; 0 troub- | 
4 * les being ſomewhat 


£611 dgdered (bur rea. 
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ghe . pom nc po ak bland 
In ihe Lord:Islus).rhat the whole 
A. 2. 


Faithfull Within this 3Realme, 
fhuld together , andat bne time 
proſtrat them ſclues before ther 
God, craving of him pardone and 

mercy for the great abulc of- his 

former benefites, and the aſsiſtice 

of his holy Spirite,by whoſe migh. 
tioperation we tney yet ſo couert 

to our God, that we prouoke him * 
notto take from vs the lyglitof 
his Euangle, which he of his mer- 
cie hath cauſed ſo clearly of laitc 
_ dayes to ſhine within this realme, 
Bur becauſe that ſuche publice 
Supplicationes requyre alwayes 
Faſting to be ioyned therewith, 
And publi& Falſtynge craueth 
certane time and certane exerciſes 
of godlynes then to be vicd with 
greater {treatnes then at vther ty- 
mes. The whole Aſſemblic after 
deliberation hath appointed F laſt 
Sonday of February, and the firſt 
Sonday of Marche nixt following 
the date of the ſaid allemblie, to | 


that moſte neceſſare exerciſe ( as 
| | tyme 


tyme now i{tandeth ) of publi& 
Falting. And further, did require 
the ſame to. be fignified be all Mi- 
nitters to.their people the Sonda 
preceading the ſaid laſt Sonday of 
Februarie. But leſt that the Pa- 
 piſtes ſhall think that now we be- 
gine to authoriſe and praiſe. that 
' which ſome tymes we haue repro- 
ved and dampnedin_them, Or 
els that the igngrant who knowe 
_notthe commoditie of this moſte 
| godlie exerciſe ſhall contempaey , 
fame. . We have thoght expediet wr 09 
ſomewhat to ſpeak to.the one and Ma Pio 
tothe yther.../, , Andyntothe * 
Papiſtes firſt we ſay, that as in puri F- 
——_ conſcience, = haue refal ed A 
their whole abhominationes , and 
amongelt the relt, that their ſuper 
ſticious and Phariſaicall maner of 
Faſting: So euen ynto this day. do 
ve continew in the ſame purpoſe, 
boldely affirming -that their Fa- 
ſting is no Faſting that euer God 
approued, but that it is 2 deceauing 


3 


FI CP W. CY bl ——_ , ww a ROS co. woken »+>.. 00 - 


Y o&5 ww wUuUy ew ep = <53< Md WA RR wW 


of the people, and a meate mock- 

ne of God, which mote euidenta 

"will 2 2pp edre;-IF in the Scrip4 
tarcs'weſcarche what is the r Yehe 

16 end'of Faſting, whar Faſting pleas 
4» ſed Gced; and which is it that his 
| ſoute abhoreth. OfFaſting ini the 
| | of Seriprures we knde'two ſortes; the 
I” (o: *&V ne priuate, the vther pbblice. 7 
The priuatets thit'which man: or 
worhan'doeth inTecfete; & before 

Their God, for ſbch:caufes as their 

'oven cofciente beireth record vn 

| ---S( totem. As Dauid during the time 
+ *that his Sonewhich wes begorten 

"ir ddulterie)wes {truken withy mor 
tall ſercknes: faſted; werprahe lay 
*vpon the grotnd; becauſe thar-n 
'the ſeicknes of the Cliylde he did 
*eonſidder Godes diſpleaſure" aga* 
'inChim ſelf for there mouitip, whe 
reof he'faſted, murned, & prayed, 
vnto ſiiche tyme as he ſaw Godes 

wil fulfilled by the awaytaking of 

the Chyide.Priuatlie faited Anna, | 
wyſeto Alcana, euca in'the ver- 


ray 


} 
4 


| 
{ 
| 


2427s et eas Its —_— 
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Lo 

- - 


tyme of hir barrennes. For ſhe 
weaptand ext nothing , but in the 


bitternes of hir heart ſhe prayed 


vato the Lord, necher ceaſed ſhe 
from ſorow and muraing , vnto 
ſuchs tyme as Eli the hie Preilſt 


concurred with her in prayers, by. 


whoſe mouth after that he had 
hard her perifull complaint, ſhe 
receaued conforte. Of this Fa- 
ſting ſpeaketh oure Miter [eſus 


Chriſt in theſe worde; , when ye 


Fult, be not ſowr as the Hypo- 


ray SoJempne Feaſtes , during the 


t. S210. © 


cretes , for they diſfigure their fa- Math. 6, 


C2, chat they may ſom: vnto men. 


to-Fait, But thay whea thow 
Faſteſt, anoynt thy heade, and 
wiſhe thy face, that. thow ſeams 
notynto men to Faſt, but vnto thy 
Father which ſeeth ia ſecrete, and 
will rexarde the opinly. Ofthe 


+10 


ſims no dout ſpeaketh y Apoſtle Le yo 
when that he ſxyerh, defraude not ,. cg. 9. 


one anorher, exc ept it be with cd- 
es for a tyme, that ye may glue 
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your ſelues to Faſting and prayer, 
To this priuate Faſting which ſti- 
deth chiefly-in'a temperat,dyet, 8& 
in powring furthe of our ſecrete 
thoughtes atd neceſsities before 
God,can be preſcriued no certane 
rule,certane tyme,nor certane ce- 
remonies, but as the cauſes and oc 
caſfiones why that exerciſe is vſed 
are divers ( yea ſo diuers that ſel- 
dome it 1s that many at ones are 
rhoued with one cauſe)ſo are dier, 
ry me, together with all vther cir- 
cumſtances requyred to ſuche Fa- 
{ting , put in the libertie of them 
that vie it. To this Faſting we 
haue bene faithfully and earneſtly 
exhorted by oure Preachers, as 
oft asthe Scriptures which they 
entreated offered vnto them occa 
ſflov. And we dout not but the 
*odlie within this Realme haue 
vſcd the ſame as neceſvitic craued, 
albeit with the Papiſtes we blew 
no Trumperes, to appoynt thereto 
certane daycs. 
ig, ” The 


The vther kynde of Faſting is 
publit ſo called, becauſe that it 
5 openlie awowed, ſome tymes of 

4Rcalme, ſome tymes of a multi- 
tude, ſome tymes of a cictie, and 
ſome tymes of a meaner compa- 
hy, yea, ſome tymes of particulare 
perſones, and yet publictlie vied, 
abd that for the wealth of a multi- 
tude, The cauſes thereof are alſo 
divers, for ſometymes the feare of 
ennimies, ſometymes the angrie 
face of God puniſhing , ſomety- 
mes his threatning to diſtroy,ſome 
tymes intquitie deprehended that 
ryghtlie before wes not confide- 
red, and ſometymes the earneſt 
zeale that ſome beare for preſer- 
uation of Godes people, for adui- 
cing of his glorie, & performing of 
his worke, according to his pro- 

mes , moue men to publict Fa- 
ting, confeſsion of their ſinnes, & 
| folempned prayers , for defence 
againſt their ennimies , recovering 
of Godes fauoures, remouing of 


- 
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Cauſes thay 
ought to 
moue men 
to publige 
Faltiag, 


Flo got 


his plagues, preſeruatto of his peo- 


ple, & letting fordwarde of tha 
works, which he hath.ofhis merce 
promiſed to finiſhe , as in the ſub. 
ſequent probationes eaidetly ſhall 
appeare. @ When Melzingers 
cam? to Iolaphat ſaying , there 
coneth a great multitude againſt 
thee from beyoad the {ea , out of 


>-Parali-20 A Fam (that. is Syria ) &ce.Toſipha 
feared, and ſet him ſelf ro ſeke ths 
Lord,and proclamed a Faſte thro; 
ugiout all uda; And Iuda oather- 


ed-them feluzs together, 7o alks 
countlill of. the Lord , they coag, 
euen Qut of all. the cieties of Iudj, 
ro4nquire of the Lord, An Io; 
ſaphar ſtoode ia the Congregatis 
of Lud, and [erulalem tm the hou; 
ot the Lori, betore the new court, 
And. all lads ſboo.ls -before the 
Lord. with their yonge ones, their 
wytcs 2nd their Cayldrene, And, 
Ioſphar ſaid , 6 Lord God of our 
PREPRare nocthow Godin hes: 
uen , and reignelt not thoy in all 


King- 


Kingdomes of the Heathen? And 

in thy hand is power and myght, +168 Y 
and none is able to withitid thee. 

- Haſte not thow our God caſt out 

ll the inhabitantes of this Land ;.be'. <* 

rs il fore thy people lraell, and haſte 

< I vigcen it fo: the: {ead; of Abraham 

lf thy freatid for ever. &c, Bur now 

of the Ammorytes, and Moabyrex, 

2 &the Mont Scir ar come to caſtvs 

6 WF out of thy poſfeſsion? O Lord-onr 

0: If God ſhal thow not iudge them?- 

7 {n vs there is no ſtrengh tro ſtand 

ke *painſt this great- multitude that 

vy W commerh againſt vs,nether knowe 

aa ve what-to do, but vntrothee are , 

0: FF our'eyes:bent. &c. Of this Hittos / ; ra( 2 of 6 
10. rie we have the firtt-cauſe of pub- I W Rs ba! 2X 
VN & Faſting;, and 'the ſolempnitie h s (a 
thereof ſufficiently-prowen. For ' 92'* 2747 wy 
the feare of ennimies copelled os . 

liphat ro ſcik.the Lord, he know- 

ng.him ſelfe burdened: wirh the . 

Frere of the people, exhorted then © 

Fo do the ſame.- They fra'alt cie- 

ties and quarters repared to Teru- 


py +67, ems whereupone a ſtatute day 


pv the King and the people, yea, wy- 
a [5s Fr ues and Childrene preſented FN 

| pieof pub ſelues before the Lord in his holy 
| ae fiſting Temple, exponed their neceſitic, 
| implored his helpe againlt that 
| enraged mulrtieude, that always 
wes cnnimie to Gades people, & 

gaue open confeſzion of their owt 

weaknes, leaning onely to the pro 

mes and protecion:of the omni- 

potent. Which exemple, we& 

eucrie people likewylſc aſſaulted, 

may and ought to follow in eueric 

poynt. This onely excepted,that 

3£4 we arenot bound to. conuene at 

| any one appoyated place, as they * 

did at Ierufalem. for to no one cor ! 

tane and ſcuerall place 1s that pro- 

| mes made, that then wes made to 

Th: pre- the Temple of Ieruſalem , which 

meic made wes that whatſoeuer. men in thei! 

ple of feru- extremitic ſhuld aſk of God in), 

tal is now God (huld grant it from his holis 

in Chiite habitation in the. heaven. Teſus 


Hate, ,, the Melſsias then looked for, whol: 
preſenct 
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may be beſt inftrued, their Faith 
 moſte edified , repentance moſte 


J this muche ſhortlic for the firſte 


reſence wes ſought in the mercis 155 4 - 
won and betuix the Cherubinnes,' 

is now entered within the vale, 
that is in the heauen, and there a- 
bydeth onely Mediator for vs, vn 
to whome from all the coaſtes of 
the earth, we may lift vp pure han 
des , direct our prayers, ſupplica- * 7'9*> 
tiones, and complaintes, and be | 
sNured that they ſhalbe receaued, {, 94) 96. 
in whatſoever place we conuene. if far” 
And yet in tyme of ſuche publict 

exercyſes, we wold wiſhe that all 

men and wemen ſhuld repare to 49pa t- 
ſuche places as their conſcience 


4,9 ff 


lively ſturred vp in them, and they 
by Godes worde may be moſte a\- 
ſured that their juſt peticions ſhall 
not be repelled. Which thinges 
ca not be done ſo lwely in ſecrete 
and private meditati6,as that they 
ire in publiQt Aſemblic, where 
Chriſt Teſus is trewly preached; & 
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- ding, that Ifſracll had turned the 


Tefas. 7» 


ludi. 29, 


en bo head,  Ofthe fecond,to wit,thar 
${ the angrie face of God punifhing, 


_ to dryue.vs to. publicie Fa- 
ſting , & hamiliation of our { {oulcy 
before our God , we haue rv/0 no 
table exemples, the one written in 
Ioſua, who hearing 3g and vnderitan- 


back before the Cauanites and the 
Elders of Iſrael reut their clothes, 


fell vpone their faces. before the . 


Arke of the Lord vnto the nyght, 
and caſte. duſt vpone their headcs, 


in ſigne of their humiliation and. 
deietion, Th 26, viher 1s exprel- 


ſed. in the books of the Ludges, 


where Itracll being commanded 
by God to fight agazaſt Reniawin, 
becauſe that they menteaned WIC 


ked on that lerngd death, lotte 


the firſt : aay tyentig t,y0 thouſand 
of their armie,and the ſecond day 
cightens th 0a; ad, At the frlte 
lote Laey were Jygitic touched, 
and aſked coun fallifthey ſhalds 


re2es the cattoll, but at the ſecod 


ouerthroy, 


overthrow, the whole people re- 

pared vnto the hous of the Lord, 

| {atthere, weapt before the Lord, 
& Faſted that day vnto the night, 
for then began they to confidder 
Godes angrie face againlt them. 
In this laſt hiſtorie their appeareth 
juſt cauſe why the people ſhulde 
haue rune to the onely refuge of 
God, becauſe that there firſt army 
of fourtie thouſand men wes vt- 
terlie diſtroyed. But what juſt 
occaſion had Ioſua fo lamentablie 
to complaine, yea, ſo Eoldely as it Let his as 
were to accuſe God, that he had Iota, © 
deceaued him in that, that againſt 

| B bispromeis he had ſuffered Ifrae)l 

I tofall before their ennimics. Wes 

the loſe of thrette men( no mo fel 

> f thatday in the edge of the ſword) 

| IN ſogrear a mater mo be ſhuld dif- 

/ | pare of any better ſtccefle, thar he 

e I thulde accuſe God that he had 

, Þ brought them over Iordane, and 

that he ſhuld feare that the whole 

amy of the Lord ſhuld be inuero- 


then to the loſe of the fourty thou 
ſand men, they had bene bur fea- 
ble Soldioures , for they had ſuf- 
ficient ſtrenth remaning behinde, 
for what were fourtie thouſand,in 
reſpect of all the trybes of Iſrael? 
Nay, nay (deare brethren) it ves 
an vther thing then the preſent 


loſe that terrified & effrayed their 


Fuetie com 
mandement 
of pod to do 
P* thitg, 
hes the (c- 


crete pro- 
mes of his 


aſsiſtance, 


Irie. 


conſciences ,, and made them fo 
effeminatlie(ſo wold fleſhe iudge) 
to complaine, weap, and owle be- 
fore God,to wit, they ſaw his an- 
grie face againſt them, they faw his 
hand fortific their: ennimies, and 


.; to fight againſt them, whome both 


he had commanded to fight , and 
had promiſed to giue them vidto- 
For cuerie commandenment 
of God to do any thing againſt his 


ennimies, hath included within ita Þ 
ſecrete promes of his:godly alsi- 
lance, which they fand not in the 


beginning 


ned aboure, and conſumed in the 
rage of their ennimies, yea, if If- 
racl] had onely looked no further 


beginning of their interpryſes, and 
therefore they did contidder the 
fearcenes of his dif] pleaſure, & did 
tremble. before his. angrie. Face, 
whoſe. myghtie hand they fand to 
fight againſt them, and that wes 
the cauſe of, their dolorous com- 
their God. What wes the cauſe 
that .God delt ſo framedly with - 


may. nerchance ſomewhat ſpeak, | 
when that we ſhall entreat. of the 
futes of. Falting,and of thoſe thin 

zes that may holde back from vs 

the aGiſtance of God , euen when 

ve prepare vs tO put. hab cOmman»-. < 
dement in execution... The thride. » 
cauſe of publict Faſting , 1s Godes. «jo 
threatninges pronounced ,.cther 
zwainſt. a multitude , or againtt a. 
perfone in particulare. Of the for- 
ner the exemple 1s' Niue, vnto 
the which Ionas cryed , yer four- 
tie dayes, & Niniue ſhalbe diſtroy 
ed, which vopleaſing rydinges cli- 

B 


the one, and with the vther. 4 7s 


1 114ont © 
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ming to the eares of the King, he 
proclamed a Faſte,he humbled his 
owen ſoule, yea, eut to Sackclorth, 
and ſitting in the duſte, he ſtriitlie 


commanded reformatio of maners 


in all eſtates, yea,and rhat ſignes of 


repentance, of terrours , and feare 

ſhuld appeare,not onely in men & 

"ge ram YEMEN , bur alſo in the brute bex- 

want. of - tes, from whome wes all kynde 

the hardnes Of nuriſhement commanided to he 
of oarhear- - . ——_— 

te in thiſe Withdrowen , to witnes that they 

eyes, feared aſwell Godes mdgementcs 

to fall ypone the creatures that ſer 

ued them in their impietic,as vpsc 

them ſelues that had prouoked 

God to that hote diſpleaſure. Ot 

the vther the exemple is moſte no- 

table ( moſte notable we ſay ) be- 

cauſe that it fell in a wicked man, 

C to wit, in Achab, who by inſtigi- 

d).« 4 A: tion of his wicked oyfe Teſebel, 

ſaulde him ſclfro do all iniquitie, 


And yet when that he hard the 


z. Reg-2r. ſearcfull chreatninges of God pro- 
nounced by the Prophet Elias a- 
gainſt him, againſt his wyf@ and 


theſe we ſhall after heare., 


The fourt cauſe of publi&t Fa-4 091 
ſting and murning ( for they two fafrny 
mutte euer be ioyned ) is iniquitie 2-1 07 215240) 
deprehended, that before wes not - 23/9908 
ryghtly cenſiddered. The teſti > "To 
mony whereof we have in Eſdras,. 5 


after the reduction of the captiui- 
te, & that the temple & the work 
ofthe Lordes hous wes [tayed. Ir 


ves ſhawen vnto Eldras that the 


people of Ifraell, the Preiſtes and 
the Leuites were nor ſeperat from 
tie people of the Nations , but 
that they did according to their 
tbhominations, for they maryed 


Ito them. ſelues, and vnto their 


Sonnes, the doughters of the Cana 
nites, the Pherifizes , Hithetes, Ie - 


Wouſites, Ammorites, Moabites,and 


Egiptiens,fo thatthe holy ſead wes 
mxt with Prophane Ldolaterts, 
E B. 2 


hous,he rent his royall garmenres, 

ut on Sackcloth , fleipt therein, 
faſted and yead baire footed, what 
enſewed the one and the vther, of 


[ate dookd: \ 


(>-5* 


T 


. *. Ef 


| which thing being vnderſtand , & 
1 more deaply conſiddered , then it 
| FE, wes before , for then Eſdras ſawe 
| uſt cauſe why the worke of the 
Lord proſpered not in their hides, 
This confiddered , we ſay Eſdrs 
taking vpone him the ſinne and 
offence of the whole people, rent 
his clothes, and pulled furth the 
heares of his head and beard, fat ; 
'- a man delolate. of all conforte, til 
the cucning Sacrifice,and then ry, 
{ſing he bowed his kneis, and ftres- 
ched furth his hande, betore the 
[| Lord, and made a molte ſemple & 
| humble confeſsion of all the enor- 
F _ mities that were committed be the 
_ #6: 110g before the __ 
WA 2.44 © as atter their returning, and cealc 
nw, not his lamentable eoplaint , Vnto 
ſuche tyme as a great multitudeo 
men, wemen and childrene moued 
. _ _ by his exemple, weapt vehement 
Co lie,.and-promifed redres of that 
obedience. preſent diſordour and impietie. 


Len Ofthe laſt cauſe of publict Fay. 
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{ting 


ſting.to wit, the zeale that certane *\,) 

perſones beare for preſeruation of fo gall | 

Godes people, for aduaucing of cj. FX Jie 
his glorie, and performing of his 
worke according to his promes. 

| We haueexemplesin Mardocho-' Iter. 4. 

WM no, Daniell, and in the faithfull af-' AG 
fembleJ at Antioche, for when no 2Jorg> 

MW thit Mardocheus hard of that cru- Jae i @ 

Wl cl! ſeatence, which by the procure 149 f 

WM ment of Himin, wes pronouncec topo 

"WM agtinſt his Nation, To wit, that 

vpone a day ſtitute and affixed, 

Wl fhuld the [ewes in all the prouin- 

WW ces of the King Artaxarſes be de- 

royed,oulde and yong, menand $0 jntend 

yemen , and that their ſubſtance ſj Papiſtes 

huld be exponed in pray. This 7" 

bloody ſentece we fay being hard, 

Mar Jocheus rent his clorhes , put 

on Sackcloth and Aſhes, palt ſurth 

In the middett of the cietie, an4 

cryed with a great and bitter crye, 

& coming to the Kinges gate,gaue 

kno z veledge to Eſter what cruel - 

ue wes decreed a24inſt the Nation - 


B. 3 


of the Tewes, willing her to make 
j _Interceſsion to the King,in the c6- 
L «ft 3J*brrare, who eſter certane excuſes 
h faid, Go and gather all the Iewes 
Efr. 4, Thatarein Suſan, and faſte for me, 
cat not,nor drinke not, thre dayes 
and thre nyghtes , and I allo, and 
3 my hadmades fhall likewyſe faſte, 
& rhen ſhall T enter vato the King, 
although that I ſhuld periſhe. 
In this we may clearely ſe that 
_ the zeale that Mardocheus had to 
; ,, preſerue the people of God , mo- 
__ 1% ued not onely him ſelf ro public 
3A 5 i Faſting, but alſo Eſter the Quene, 
0 2/7 © hermaides and the whole Iewes fl 6 
2 : that hard of the murther inte&ded, Ml ;; 
= . and moued Eſter alſo to hafart her Ml k; 
lyfe in going vnto the King with- i] - 
out his commandement. ill 
\ off 4) Ofthe vrher, to wit, that the I þ, 
ST camecitdeſyrethat Godes ſeruan- I oj 
BA des have that God will performe I 
his promes, & manteane the worke If (1 
that he hath begune, Excmple we 
haven Danjell, and in the Actes 
| of the 


| - 


——_ > fk wn a oe .cocuoaoca.c oc a 


OE 
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of the! Apvitles, For Daniell 
vaderftanding the nomber of the 
yeares foreſpoken by the Propher 
leremie, that Ioruſalem ſhuld ly 
waiſt, to have bene completit in 
thefirſt yeare of the Reigne of Da 


rius, turned him ſelf vato God, fa- pm BN . 


ited, habled him ielf in Sackcloth 


and Aſhes, and with vnfeanced con 
feision of his owen ſinnes,, and of 


the.finnes of the people, he-vehe- 
mentlie prayed. That according to 
the promiſes ſometymes made be 
Moyſes,and after rehearſed by the 
ProphetTſay & Teremie, he wolde 
{uddingly ſend them dcliucrance, 
ind that he wolde not delay it for 
his owen Names ſake. 

'When the Gentiles began to bs 
[luminated, and that Anteochix 
had ſo boldely receaued the Euan 
pleofTeſus Chriſt, that the Dil- 
ciples in. it fr{t of all tooxe vpone 
them the name of Chriſtianes. 
The principall men of the ſame 
I Church, thruſting no dour that the. 
; B. 4 


; 


{arl>) © | 


of 


Dent. 30. 
lexem, ji. 


ct oatofif© 
Po far, 
ARecc. i, 


Kingdome of Teſus Chriſt ſhulde: 
further be enlarged , and thr the 

multitude of the gentiles {huld be 

inſtructed in tberyght way of $al- 

uation, Falted and prayed, & whill 

that they wero exerciſed, charge 

foto Y wes given; that Paulciand Barna- 

x 4ay0 + bas ſbuld be ſeperated frome the 
reſt,to the worke whereunto God 

had called them, '&c. * Of theſe 

former Hitftories -and Scriptures, 

we may clearly ſe for what cauſes 

public Faſting, and general! ſup- 

licationes haue bene made in the 

Church of God, and ought to be 

made when that euer the lyke ne- 

ceſcities appeare , or occaſions are 

offered. Now let vs ſhortly heare 

what conforte and frute enſewed 

 theſame. Fortheennimie, yea, 

k - ott YA the murtherer of all godly exerciſe 

| Lal 4 is difperation, for with what co- 
ors TE. rage can any man with continuice 
br 


call vpone God? It he ſhall diſ- 
perarly dout : whether God ſhall 
accept t1s prayer or not? How 


ſhall 


hall he humble him ſelf before his 
Throne? . Or to what end ſhall he 
confeſſe his offence? Ithe benot 


perſwaded, that theres mercy and 


ood will in God to pardone his 
{innes, to accept him in fauour, & 
to grant vnto' him more then his 
owen heart , in the middelt of his 
dolour can requyre or ymagine. 
Trew it is, that' this venname of 
diperation-, 1s. neuer throughlie 
purged from our heartes, ſo long 
8 ve cary this mortall Carcaſſe, 
But yet the conſtant promiſes of 
our God, and the manyfolde docu 
mentes of his mercy & help, ſhow 
en vnto men in their greateſt ex- 
tremitie, ought to an:mat vs to fo] 
loy their cxemplc, 1nd to hope for 
theſame ſucceſſe thar they haue* 
rotten abufe mannes expectation. 
loſaphat after his humiliation and 
prayer, obtened the vicorie, with 
out the loſe of any of his Soldiou- 
res,for the Lord reaſed Ammon & 
Moab, againſt the inhabitantes of 


tO IF 


TICAL 


The frutes 
of trew Fas 
{g,mnd vn 
feaned inu0 
catio of god 


Mont Seir, who being vtterly de. 
i oth) ſtroyed, eucris one of the ennimie 
riſbeo1ord; of Godes people lift his ſworde 
5 againſt another, till that, of that | 
0 _godles multitude, there wes not 
_.oneleftaliue,TIofua and the I(rae- 
| lites after thoir deteftion, wer con 
| 224127 | forted againe, Niniue wes preſer- 
| p93) —_— that ET had cryel 
| ® 6 nt £4 deſtruction, yea, Achab notwith- 
| © Yatcanes ſtanding all his vngodlynes, loſte 
W_—_. the frute of his humiliation, 
| proficerkthe bur wes recompenſed with delay 
| veraycepro, of the yttermoſte of the plagues, 
| 
| 


Cary? Linyd during his lyfetyme. The muraig, 


| 
[ 
if 
| 
j 
{ 


19 ;/ fn of Eſaras wes turned in toy, when 
cs - , thathe ſaw the people willing to 
Wy 3:4 obey God, and the worke of the 
cp 674502 hous of the Lord to go fardwart, ' 
| | : of 2 The bitter crying of Mardocheus, il 

| and the paincfull Faſting of Eſter 
| ” afar {were aboundantly rewarded, whe 
1,095 5 £0 onely wer the people of God 
Wl... KJ 36 a2] preſerued , but Haman their mor-F' 
I tall ennimie, wes hanged ypon the * 
't ſame gallous that he had ol K 
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1 
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: 
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for Mardocheus. | 
Daniell after his Faſting , con- Yai o{% 4 

feſfsion and prayer, gat molte nota» 56a 3+ * 

at ble reuelationes & aſſurance, that 29255 #14109 

ot © his people ſhuld be delivered,yea, £95 © o* ell | 

thatin all extremities, they huld {9+ foſtrn; 

be preſcrued,, till that the Meſsias ** Jy 

promyled vnto them ſhuld come, 

and manifeſtly ſhowe him ſelf, l 

And the godly of Anteochea wer & » ba 

not fruſtrate of their conforte, whE,uo? oF #50 

that they hard how g_ God« ft” 

had wrought amogelt the Gentiles 

by the miniſterie, of Barnabas & 

Paule, ſo that we may boldely c6- 

clude, that as God hath neuer diſ- 

pyſcd the petitions of ſuch as with 

IE rnteancd heartes haue ſoght his co 

;, \Wfort in their necelvities, o will he 

us, If fot {Ed vs away emptic & voyd, if 

ter © vith trew reperice weſeak his face 

he If any wolde aſkein what ex- 

od fremitic we finde our ſelues now 

or-F'o be, that hertofore we haue not 

theſſſene. And whar are the occa- 

| fiones that ſhuld moue vs now to 


| 
| 
4 
| 
'F 
| 


humble our ſelues before our Go. 
by publi& Faſting, more then tha! 
wedid in the beginning? When 
this Euangile wes now laſt offcred 
vnto vs, for then by all apperance, 
weand it in our perſones {toodein 
greater danger,then we do yet,, 


(94+ſ0 [rar Weanſwer,that the cauſes are mo 


then for greif of haert we can ex- 
preſſe. Firſt, becauſe thatin tho 
beginning we had not refuſed god 
es graces, but contrartwyſc with 
Cauſes that ſuch feruencie we receaued them, 
"wo am that we could beare with no kinde 

vs fo Traite Fog . 
char moued of impietie:but for the ſuppreſxing 
v« not befor the fame, wenether had reſj pet 
to frende, poſleſsion, land or lyfe, 
but all we put in hafard, that gode 
treuth 'myght be aduanſed , and1- 

dolatrie myght be ſuppreſſed. 

Andtherefore did our God by the 
mourh of his Melsingers,in all our 


aduerſitics, aſſure ys that our cani-| 


Lethefirh Mics ſhuld not preuale againſt vs, 
fult cal! ro but that they ſhuld be ſubdewed 
myade. vader vs, that our God ſhuld be 

3 glorified 


\ 
| 
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dealing. But now ſence that car- 
nall wiſdome hath perſwaded vs 
to beare with manifeſt Idolatrie, & 
to ſuffer this realme that God had 
ones purged;to be polluted.agaime 
v1th that abhominatio, yea, allace, 
ſence y ſome of vs that God made 
ſ5etymes inftrumetes to ſuppreſſe 
that impietie, haue bene the cheit 
me to coduct & conuoy that Idole 
throughout all thequarters of this 
Realme,yea,to the houſes of chem, 
that ſometymes deteſted the maſſe 
as the Deuill & his ſeruice, Sence 
that tyme welay , have we funde 
the face of our-God,angrie againlt 
vs,his threatninges haue -bene ſha- 
rpe in the mouthes of his Meſsin- 
gers, which albeit forthe tyme, we 
diſpyſed & mocked, yet the iuſt ex 


pcriehee conuicteth vs, that we 


ff vere wicked, & that they in threa 


glorified in our ſemple & vpryght 


("ar / fe 
SJ7:-> 


God yg rant 


tning'vs;did nothing but the dew- that me may 


tle of Godes trew Meſiingers. 


And this is the ſecond cauſe that > yan. 


yet conlider 


moue ys to this publi& humiliatis, 
rather now then in the beginning, 
to wit,that then we followed god, 
end not carnall wiſdome, & there- 
fore made he few in homber, feare 
full to many , fooles before the 
worlde to confound the wyle, and 
ſuche as before neuer had experi- 
ence in armes, made God ſo bolde 
and ſo proſperous in all their inter 
pryſes, that the experteſt Souldi- 
oures feared the poore plowmen, 
yea, our God faught for vs by ſez, 
and by land, he moucd the heartes 
of itrangers to ſupporte vs, and to 
ſpend their lives for our relcit. 
But now allace we ſe no figne of 
his former fauour, for wiſdome & 
mihead, ſtrength and freindes,ho- 
nour and blood ioyned with god- 
lynes, are fallen before our eyes, 
ro let vs vnderſtand what ſhall be 
our diitruion, if in time we turne 
not to our God, before that his 
wrathe be further kindled. But 


this 15 not the end, For eſperance, 
(OC 


(or at leaſt ſome opinion)had men 5. - 
before,that God ſhulde moue they g y Q 
Quenis Maieſties heart, to heare F ?* 

bliſed euangle of Teſus Chriſt tre- 

vlie preached,and ſo colequentlie 

that ſhe ſhuld abandone all Idoh- 

trieand fals Religion. Burnow the 

hath given anſwer in plaine wor- {I 
des , that that Religion in whiche 4A VEE 
ſhe hath bene nouriſhed (and that an{199 
s meare abhomination ) ſhe will £549” 
manteane and defend. Andinde- 

claratioun thereof, of laite dayes \ 
there 15 erected a diſplayed baner [one9r Up 
againſt Iefus Chriſt, for corrupted T 
Hypocrites, & ſuche as haue bene 
c i knowen deeecauers of the people, 

- I zrc now authoriſed, to ſpew our: 
their vennome againſt Lleſus Chriſt 
his eternall trueth, and trew Meſ- 
{ingers of the ſame. That Idole the 

« | Mlaſſeis now againe in divers pla- 
e | £23 erected, And what hereot 
« | Tay cnſew,, yea, or what we may 
looke, ſhalbethe end of ſuche yn- 
happy beginninges, we deſyrethe 


godly deaply to confidder. But 
let it begranted, that we had not 

fallen back from our former ferue 

cie, that we ſaw not Godes angrie 

face, threatning vs with more tear 

full plagues to follow;that the beſt 

parte of our nobilitte' wer not ex- 

led this Realme, nether yet that 

our Soucrane were ennumle to our 

Religion , and that ſhe bare no 

. >». greater fauour to Hattering freres, 

and to corrupted Papiſtes,the that 

ſhe doeth to our poore Preachers. 
Supponing we ſay that noneof 

theſe forcſaid cauſes we had to 

moue vs (as that we haue them all, 

and mo , if that we liſt.to recompt 

them ) yet 1s there one which if 1t 

moue vs not to humiliation , we 

ſhowe our ſelues more then inſen- 

ſible: For now 1s Sathan fo enra- 

=_ ſuppref ed -again{t Ieſus Chriſt, and ſo 0- 
tes boly E- dius 15 the light of his Euangile vn 
nang'e 95 tothat Romaine Antichriſt , that 
rhe laſt coii- to ſuppreſſe it in one prouince,Re 
Gall of Trent 1mc or Nation, he thinketh it no- 
thing, 


thing, vales that in all Kurope the 
godlie, and ſuche as abhorre the 
Papilticall impietie, be therewith 
alſo vtterly diſtroyed , and fo ra- 
ſed from the face of the earth, that 

no memorie of them ſhal after re- 

maine. 

If any think thar ſuche crueltte 
can not fall in the heartes of men, 
ve ſend them to be reſolued of -.> 
thoſe Fathers of the laſt counſall aÞ ELLE 
of Trent, who in one of their Seſ. #7 FE " 
tons haue thus concluded. All rhecoun 
Lutheriens, Calueniſtes and ſuche fallofrcear, 
25are of the new Relivion , ſhall 
vtterlie be exterminate, the begin- 
ning ſhalbe ia France, by conduc- 
ting of the Catholik Kinge ,Philip 
of Spaine,and by ſome of the No- 
bilitie of France, which mater (ay 
they ) put to ſome ltay the whole 
foree of bothe, together with rhe 
Popes Army,and force of the Du- 
res of Sauoy, & farrar ſhall aſſault 
EL Geneua, and ſhall nor leaue it, till 
that they haue put it to ſack, ſa- 

= 


| uing in it no Jeuing creature.” And 
| a gee, vih the ſame mercy fhal fo man 
| hertof wet, of Erance, as have tcilted of ihe 
4 new Religion be ferued. Frome 
p43 a thece expedi: 10 ſhalbe made aga- 
inſtthe Germaines,to reduce ri:wm 
rothe obeCicnce of the Aj oftolick 
ſeat. And ſo ſhal they procesd to 
vther R eaimes & Nationes, never 
ceafing ti]] rhar all be extcrminate, 
that will not make homaes to that 
Romaine Idole. Ho : tearefull a 
beginning tis conclufion and des 
termination ha?, France » 1] rem» 
ember mo ages then one. For how 
many abufe a hundrerh thouſand 


- -. Men, Wenien, baves. Vircines, Ma- 
| 


\©9 


' trones , and aged Fathers ſuffered, 

[ notion ſome by ſ; orde: ſome by water, 
| ſome oY tyre, & vther tormentes. 
The verray ennimies them felues 

\:) are compelled ro acknoxeledge, 

of ; And albeit thac God of his mercie 

in a part: diſapoynte 1 thete cruell 

interpryſcs, yet let vs not thinks 


that their will i is changcd , or their 
alice 


malice aſſ voge; d. No let vs beaf- 
ſured that they abyde but ovortu= 
nitie to finiſhe the worke rhar erg- 
e FF cllicagain{t God, againit his trey - ſo | 
I th, ana the trew proſeſoures Ot "7p EMETI(: MN 
" the ſame , they hauebegune. Thee, 5: » 4 
k vhuſperinges whereof are not ſe- CN 
crete, nether yet the tokenes ob- AT | 
ſcure. For the trahique of tn2t dra 
cone, Now with the princes of the: 
erth., his promylſes and flattering 
ntyſemenres tend to none- ether 
** W end, bur to inflambe them againſt 
1 WW lcus Chritt, and againſt the rrew 
Y WE profefloures of his Fuangle. For 
1 WF vho can think thar the Pope, Car { jot-god bf 
1- WW cinalles, and horned Biinopes, will <, FLY 

d, Woffer the greateſt portion of their 4 x07 
T MRentes for ſuſteaning of a warre, 

S. Evhereofno commoditie ſhuld re- 

© Wound ( as they ſuppole) to them 

\& Yfclues. If any think that we accuſe 

10 them without cauſe, ler rhem heare 

ther owen wordes , for this they The wordes 


ko vrate neare the ad of the ſame _ _—_ 
ell fall of trent. 
decre, 


<2 - 


- 
= —— 
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I 2) ' Andto the end that the h oly fa. 
Yor f 33 row hers on their part eare not- 
Bay Fersor parte,appeare notto 
gf ( benegligent , or vnwilling to giue 

their ayde and ſupporte vnto þ 

holy a warre,or to ſpaire their oy- 

k en rentes and money, have added 

[ Io are that the Cardinalles ſhall content 
© | 

Funct 5 them ſelues of the yearely Rent of 

| Apdftle. , 5, or C. thouſand Ducates,and the 

E-— 0 rychelſt Biſhope of 2. or 3. thou- 

| No man ne. 1and at the moſte. And to giue 

| eeth odour frickly y reſt of their Reueneue 


frhe lit . 
te fre tothe intertenement of the warre, 


| — * which is made for the extirpation 

| -1efs _ of the Lutheriens and Calviniſte 

| decnele A Ras for reeſtabliſhing of 

| gleexited. the Romaine Churche,, till ſuche 

| tyme as the mater be conducted 

| to a good & happy end. If thele 

* benot open declarationes,in what 
4 danger all faithfull ſtand , if they 
[ind _ can bring tkeir crveltie to paſle,let 
[k - el verray Idiotes 1dge, but let vs 
L 6 heare their conclulion. France 
and Germanie(ſay they) being by 
theſe meanes ſo chaſtiſed, abaſed & 
conduged 


{i TASTES 


| conducted to the obedience of the 
| holy Romaine Churche, the Fa- 
n tiers dout not, but tyme ſhall pro- 

| uide bothe counſal and commodi- 


v- F1 
4 ,that the reſt of the Realmes _ il 
ne | *bout may be reduced to oneflok, qu. | 


of | 2nd one Apoltolick gouernour & 
Paltour. &c. By this concluſion 


he | 
n. _ Y<chinke that the verray blinde | 
may (ee what is purpoſed againſt , RN: | 
ue , —— | 
« fe Saintes of God,in all Realmes 1g Pf? | | If 
1 ; : c »8 'E 
« © 52d Nations, to wir, diltruion Joe rey " 
r kg % # MM 
2 vith crueltic, or els to make them r674fC E 3 
WO worſhip that blaſphemous beaſt 1. | 


———— 


of who being an Idole, viurpeth to 
v him ſelfe the Name of vniuerſall 
- Paſtoure, and being knowen to be 
Fs the man of finne and perdition, 


vill bo holden for an Apo'tolick u7 4 


pern—__ 


— 
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Gouernour. Bur ſome ſhall ſay of 
ler fey are yer fare from the end of 
their purpoſe, and therefore we 


2 fetd not to be ſo fexrefull, nor ſo F 4 | 

y ſolliſt. We anſwer,the danger may an 120 OY 
z | > nerar, then we beleme, yea, THE! 
ed | p*rchance a parte of it hath bene 


Ce 3 


neirar to our neckes then we haue 
confiddered. But how ſoeqerit 
be. ſeing that God of his mercie 
hath brought furth ro lyghrt their 
cruell and bloody counſall, in the 
which we nead not ro dout, but 


| ſtill they continew. Ir becometh 


Ifa.36.& 37 


V5 not to be negligent aor {leuth- 


ſult, bur we ought to follow the 
exemplc of Ezechias, the King of 


Iuda, who receauing not onely the 


diſpytefull anſwer , bur alſo the 
blaiphemus-and threataing lettec 


of. Sennaherib, frit ſend vato the 
Prophet Iſayas,and pietifully com 
Fleaned of the inſtant troubles, 
willing him ro make 1nterceſsion 
vnto {3od, for the remanent that 
were left. Vnto wheme albei. that 


the Prophet anſwered, conforta- 


blie afſ.1ri1g the King that the en- 
nimie ſhuid nor cume lo neir as to 


Jhoote Darte or Arrow within Te- 


ralalen. Y<t cerfed not rae god- 


Jie King to preſent him ſ{cJf in the 


Temple o oithe Lord. And as a mi 
«< ſpared 


PP th. Mi —I=—_y 


A i=. {&_ Sp wwet 4 O-a 


difpared of fl worl-lely conforte,. 
ſored: abrod the letters that proud 
Senaah- rib had fenr vato him and 
made.vnto (God his moſte tecuent, 
prayer, as larhe;s, Chiprer of 
the Pr 2phet lays we may rend, 


Tize ennimie had turned back,and fy. 37+ 


Go hid put a Brydie in his noſe- 
thirles., and ſo men myght haye 
thought rat tas King neded not. 
0 haue | bene {o fall te. But the 
Svirite of God thftrudted the heart 


of his ſrruand,to {eak helpe where x 


it wes onely ro be found,and from 
the: -handes of "God, wio only wes 
able to put fall end to that ryra- 
nje. The exemple( we ſay )of 
this approved {eruand of God, we 
ought to follow now whe the like 
d: (Fryction i is intended again{t vs, 
Ye4,.not m_—_ one Realne only, 
bur againſt all rhar profeſſe theLo- 
rd [efus., as before we haue heard. 
Alter that God of nis mercy hath 
ltayed the turic of the Papiſtes for 
atyme, ve Qugit not to think that 


t, C. 4 
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«ct, Their malice is chiged, nether that 
b c Yon ſuche as trewly profeſſe the Lord 
; Ieſus,can be in ſecuritie,ſo long as 
| t hat Babiloniane hoore hath pow- 
er to enchant the Princes of the 
earth. Let vs therefore vnderſti- 
ding that ſhe being dronken with 
the blood of the Saintes, can never 
repent of crueltie & murther, vſe 
: againſt her the ſpiritual weapones, 
what veap* OY . . ; 
ons weſhatl LO Wit, earneſt inuocation of Gods 
vie againſt Name, by the which we finde the 
the crueltie - , 
of the papi- Proude tyrannes of theearth, in 
ſies, tymes paſt,to haue bene ouerthro- 
wen. Abufe all theſe cauſes fore 
ſaid, we have yet one that ought 
not to be omitted, to wit, the bo- 
dy of this Realme hath long enioy 
ed quietnes , whill that vther nati- 
ons about vs haue bene ſeueirly 
plagued. What thouſades dyedin 
Yi the ealt cuntreyes,and in England 
of the peſl?anno 1563. 1564. Their 
oven confeſsions beare record. 
What crueltie hath bene execu- 
ted in France? what townes poy- 
cQ, 


| 
| 


led, and murther committed, ſome- 
vhat before we haue declared, & 
more we myght if that we had not 
reſpec to breuitie and tyme. And 
what trouble 15 preſently,and long 
hath bene betuix Denmarke and 
Swaden, the poſteritie of that eun- 
trie will after vnderſtand. Andin 
all this tyme now ſex yeares, and 
more hath God ſpared vs, ſo that 
the publi& eſtate hath alwayes re- 
maned quyet, except within theſe 
ſew monethes. Ought not the 
deap conſideration of this moue vs 
ww to ſtoupe before our God? 

For haue we bene ſpared becauſe 
that our Rebellion to God is les, 
then is the Rebellion of thoſe nati 
ons that we haue ſene puniſhed?IF 
owethink, we are far deceaued. 
for in fo great lyght of the Euan- 
fe, we think that greater inobe- 
tence wes neuer ſhowen ynto 
God,nor greater ingratitude vnto 
tis Meſsingers , ſence the dayes of 
the Apoſtles, then of Jaite yeares 


in court,cuntrey and townes, alth 


Realme. 
menteanedJ, Huredome and adul- 
rerie are but paltyme of the fleſh, 
flaugtner and murther is eſteamed 
ſmall finne,if any man have freind 
in court, craftie dealing with the 
ſemple, diſceat and. oppreſsion is 
copred gude conques, ( yea allace 


almolte vniwverſaily ) Parcialitiein 


indgement,is but interpretation of 
Lawes. yea, deliying of Tultice, 
what mater is tht? what reverence 
is had ro Goles Meſtingers, ang 
what r=ipet va:o the poore that 
now ſo maltiplies within this Re 
alme-( that the lyke harh ſeldoms 
bene ſene) thought we will cealc 
the ſtones will crye, & condempn 
vs, and yet what ſuperfluitie? wha 
vanitie? what Feaſting? Ryorous B 
ckating? hath bene (& yet is ) viec 


ought the tounges of men. dar nd 


ſpeak, yet we think the puries.c 
ſome do feal, and in their mang 


CO 


hath bene (and yet is ) within this 
Idolatrie 15 obſtinatly 
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plaine, Tf theſe be not finnes that (mat tn 

crave plagues from God, we hum- - ag oy 
blie deſyre men to conf1dder what 

are the {innes that were layed to ' 

the charge of SoJome and Gomor rzechi. xg 
ha, by the Prophet Ezechiell. 

Now ſay we, God before our eyes 

hath puniſhed vthers, and can he 

ſpaire vs? Being more cryminall 

then they were? Nay he can not. 

And thertore there reſtes nothing 

ynto vs bur viter exterminion ,1f 0 that we 
ve vnfeanedly turne not vnto our go. hare 
-God before that his wraithe be fur plages more 
ther kindled againſt vs. Tudge- fi, 577 (621 
ment is begune in his owen hous, MEWS 0146 
for if within Scotland amonges mE 4» h2ſ.a 

of their eltate, there wes to be fad 
equetic, iuſtice, temperance, com- 
pals1on vpone the poore and yp- 
ryght conſcience, they did moſte 
clearely ſhyne in them, whome 
F God before oure eyes hath firſte 
FF deiected . Therefore (yet agane) 
JF we ſay that onely repentance can 
laue vs from plagues more greuous 


That is my 
without £ac 

I 2 Ago > 
124 0 


then they haue felt, or that we 
have ſene of many yeares within 
this Realme. 

But now we knowe, that ſuche 
2s 'nether lufe God, nor trewly 
feare his Indgementes ( for md A- 


- TY 
theiſtes we haue, nor conſumare 


Papiſtes within this Realme ) ſhall 
grudge and crye, what new cere- 
mone is this that now we here of! 
Wherefore ſhail we Faſte ? and 
&ho hath power to command vs 
ſo to do? A Feg for their Faſting, 
we will ill & farſe our bellies vpoe 
the oulde faſsion. &c. Let not 
the godly be offended at the bro- 
cardes and lardons of ſuch god 
les people, butler vs tremble be- 


' fore our God, and conſidder that 


ſuche hath bene the proude con- 


tempt of the wicked in all ages be- 


Lay. 22, 


| thing heard,but let vs eat & drink 


fore vs, as in the Prophetes we 
may read. For lſay compleanetti, 


ſaying, when the Lord calleth to 


Sackclothe and aſhes, there is no- 


kill 


Ljll the fat, and make Banket , let 
vs bring wynein aboundance, and 
more, and if we muſt dyec,let vs de 
parte m loy, for ſo they ment, 
when that they ſaid, let vs cat and 
drink, the. morrow we ſhall dye. 

But let vs conſidder, what anſwer 
they receaue, As I live ſayeth the 
Lord, this your iniquitie ſhall not 
be forgiuen vato the death, I ſhall 
take from yow the myrth of wyne 
and oyle, your yorg men ſhall fall 
by the ſ\worde,your aged men fhal 
be led captiues, your delicate Da- 
mes ſhall rrote vpone their fete 0- 
ver the river (meaning Euphrates) 
their buttoekes ſhalbe naked , and 
their ſhame ſhall not be hid. &c. 

leremie the Prophet preached and 
cryed euen to the King,and to the 
TY Wene, and commanded them to 
valk in lowlynes, to do ivitice. 10 
repreſſe impietic, and ſo he promi- 
led that they ſhoulde fit itil] vpone 
Jtibeir Throne in ioy and quyernes. 
PButifthey wolde not, he boldelie 


Ifay. $& . 


Iſay. 22. 


Ifay. F. 6.9. 


Ifay. 20, 


Tercm. 13, 


Terem. lj. 


' 


| Ter.1c X 19. 


| Ezech. 2's 


| 


pronounced that their Carcaſſes 
{halbe caſt to the heit of the Sone 
and to the froſt, and colde of the 


nyght. Ezechiel in his ace vſeth 
the ſame crdour, and in his owen 
bodie ſhoweth vnto them fignes 
of humiliation , and of the plagues 
that ſhuld apprehend the for their 
Rebellion. Dy 

All their adrcnitions were dif- 
Pyſed we confeſle, but thereto we 
ſhulde not looke, but ynto that 
which enſewed ſuche proude con- 
tempt. 


0 122,912>0{> Yf we wolde that our Palices 
WP... ſhuld beſo diftroyed, that they 
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rag 


lf 


Kewir. 26, 
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ſhuld remaine deſolate, and be d&- 
es to Dragones.. 

Yfwe wolde that our land ſhuld 
be laide waiſt.and be a pray to our 
ennimies, and if we wolde that the 
reſt of the plagues, threatned by 


the Propheres, and which have ap £4 


prehended the diſobedient before 
vS, Thuld come vpone vs in full 


pertection. Then we nede nether 
to 


to faſte nor pray, repent nor turne Ao 
to God, But endit we deſyre e- Md 159 JIfuc 
ther to inde mercy in this lyfe, or fore» (of 
joy & confort in the 11 fe to come, oo. = 
ge muſte ſhowe our ſelues vefea- 7; + 044 
nediy, fory for the abhominations —_ 
that now vniverſally Reigne, we If we ul 
. rot penine 
muſte be Iyke Lothe in Sodome & ith the 
Noha, in that Cstholick defe&ticn. wer—_ 
tom God, w hich wes into the frit jjke vnto in. 
we. And hÞy their exemples, and 
notable deliverances, ought we to 
beencoraged, to ſhowe our ſelues 
ory for this preſent corruption, & 
tooppone our ſe]ues thereto, to 
the vttermolſte of our powers, yn- 
les. that we wolde have portion 
vith the wicked. Nether ought wo 2 om fo9418 
ſto be diſcoraged ; becauſe that the C Cc mr 
contemners , "godles people ,and, 
mockers of all godIynes, ſhall pre- 
ule vs in multitude.. Their rober 
Wdeare brethren) ſha! not hurt our 
nnocencic, if that we with vnfea- 
ned heartes turne vnto our God, 
or the promes of his mercy 13 not 


Gen.s.& 19 


Snotert c 
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The promes 
of gods mer 
cy, and deli- 
uerance, 1s 

net bounde 


rude. 


Math. 18. 


Tloel. 2. 


Fed. 23. 


Fzech. 33. 


bound vnto the multitude, ſo thay 
he will not heare but where the 
greateſt parte is godly, No deare 
brethrene, where ſocuer two or 
tothe multi- thre be gathered in his name, there 


is hein the middeit of them, and 
againe , whoſoeuer incalleth the 
name of the Lord, he ſhalbe ſaued, 
yea, cuen when in Godes diſples- 


 ſurethe whole worlde ſhalbe pla- 


gued, And therefore let vs not 
follow the multitude in cuil doing, 


"but let vs declyne from the wayes 
of their vanitie, and by vnfeancd 


humiliation of our ſelues. Let ys 
purches fauoure before that Gods 
vengeance bruſt out lyke a fyre. 


HE power that we haue to 
proclame this Faſting , is not 


of man, but of God, who by the 


mouth of his Prophet Ezechiell, 
pronounceth this ſentence.. If the 


watcheman ſe the ſworde, or any} 
vther-plague comming vpone the| 


land, if he blowe not the trumpet, 
and 


day 
ton 


and plainely warne them to turne 
to God : and if the ſword come & OY Likes. 
takeafy away,the wicked (hal pe- Church 
riſhe in their iniquitic : but their wn a 
blood fhalbe requyred from rhe li& Faſting, 
handes of the watcheman. Now 
ſoit 15s, that God of his mercy hath 
raſed vp amonges vs mo watheme 
then one ortwo, of whoſe mou- 
thes we can not deny,but we haue 
hard fearefull threatninges of pla- 
cues, to follow vpone this proude 
contempt of all Godes graces, 
And therefore we in the feare of 
our Cod. willing to avoyAl the vt- 
termoſte of the Plagues, haue with 
one conſent concludel this godly 
exerciſe to be vied amonges vs, in 
© ligne of our vnfeane {h tis, 
which albeit the godles {hall mock 
© yet are we aſſured, thir he wiho 
ones pronounced this ſentence. © qo 60 «+6 i 
* The ſoule thar ſhall not be ai- 
"Milicted that ſame day, to wit, the Teuic, 2; 
day appointed ro publict humilt- 
ton, ſhall periſhe from amonges 
[D) 
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Maljach. 3. 
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his people, yea, cueric ſoule that 
ſhall do any worke that day I ſhall 
diſtroye ſuche a ſoule frome the 
middelt of his people. The cere- 
monie and the certane ltatute day 
we knoweto be aboliſhed , at the 
comming of Chriſt Iefus, together 
with the reſt of the figurall cere- 

monies, but the effe& thereof ſhall 

abyde ſo long as their abydeth an 
trew Church vpon the face of the 
earch , into the which repentance 
and remiſsion of finnes are publi- 
&ly preached. And therefore al- 

beit we have no corporall puniſn- 


,1-44af{ ment, to.inflict vpone the conte- 
; Dov mners of that Godly exerciſe, yet 
oof ſo 4 haue we the ſpiritual ſword, which 


ones will ſtricke forer then any ma 
teriall ſword can or may. 

The Iudgementes and iuſtice of 
our God are immutable, he aby- 
deth the ſ1me and one God that 
drowned the worid by water, that 
conſumed Sogcome and Gomorha, 
with fyre from heau&, that plagued 
Pharo, 


A 


FY 


Pharo, diſtroyed Terufalem , and 
hath executed his fearce iudgeme- 
tes In all ages, yea,and euen before 
our eyes. Itis the ſame God ( we 
fay ) that this day by his faithfiull 
ſeruandes calleth vs to repetance, 
whoſe voces if we contempne, we 
declare our ſelues ÞF, ebellious to 
our God, mockers of his threat- 
ninges, and ſache as ſometymes in 
diſpyte cryed, we will walk accor- Tere. 2. 5. 
ding to the luſt of our owen heir- 
tes, and let the counſal of the holy 
one of [fraell cum as it liſt. &c, 
Andifſo wedo, then wo, ven, 
vo and double Sas cion vnto vs 
for then eucn as aſſuredly as God I: Scotlaul 
lueth, ſo alſuredl;y 1:1! rhe plag- _—— 
les that oure cares nhane oft heard, 
be poured furth ypone vs, even 1n 
the eyes of this ſame peruerſt genc 
tio, with whome we contempne 
od, and before whome we are 
«ther feared nor cſhamed , ſtub - 
urnlye to procead from linne to 
oatempt. Our hope ts better 
D. 2 
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of yow(deare brethrene)that have 
profeſſed the Lord leſus with vs, 
within this Realmes!b er that this 
weſpeaketo let yow vnderſtand, 
x hat R ebeJljion hath bene in flcſh 
before vs, and how it hath bene 
\ puniſhed, that we may learneto 

{toupe before our God, by vnter- 
ned repentarice, and then we hal 
beallured, that according to the 

romes do by the "00 of Io- 
6!, Our God {hall Ieaue vnto vs a 
benediction , albeit that the vehe- 
ment fyre of hd K xaith ſhall con- 
{ume the inobedient. 

But.now leaſt that we ſhoulde 
thinke that the obſcruation of the 
ceremonie is yneugh to pleaſe.god 
we muit vnderitand what thinges 
muit be 10 ng a with fructtull Far 
ting , and what thinges they are 
that may make our Fat {ting odious 
to our God. And firit we haue to 
ynderſtard, that Failing by it {els 
confiddered, is no fuche thi ng as 


LilC Paplites tzeretofore have ymayJY 


gince 


*, 


gined, to wit, that it is a worke mg- 2 
ritorious, and a fatiſfaction for the xr nl 
ſinnes before committed, no all Faſtiag. 
they that Faſte with that intent, 
1 renounceth the merites of Chrilts 
cl death and paſtion, in fo farre as 
0 they aſcriue to Faſting ( whicite is 
- buran exercile vied by man ) that 
1M whiche is onely proper to Teſs 
MF Chriſt , which is, that he by offe- 
"WM ring vp lu ſelf ones for all, bath 
i mide perfyte for ever, thoſe that 
-M ſ{hilbe Gndaified, we mi1lt further 
-M vnderſtand, that as the Kingdome 
of God is nether meat or drink; 
oF fois nether Faſting by i: Cl forme 
ple conftidered. The cauſe why 
d that Kingdome is granted to the 
'S choſen;nether yet eating(moderat 
F ve meane ) any ca! iſe why the re- 
probate are fraftrat chereot. But 
"F vato Faſting there mult be fmech Faſting by it 
}T what ioyned, if that God ſhall _ _ 
looke” vpone itat any tyme 11 hs improficably 
 {fatour. The Prophet [oel is wit- *<monie 
9es hereot , who ia the perlone of 

&. 3 


Hebr 5.&10 


Toe!l, 2, 


murning,in which wordes the ho- 
l te Gholte firſt requyrech the con 
ucriton of the heart vato God, & 
| thereto ioneth Faſting 8& murning 
1 35 witneſſes of the ſorow that we 
haue for our former offences, and 

feare that we haue of his ſeueir 11- 
dgementes, the releif whereof we 
publicly profefſe, we can obteane 

by no vther meanes, but by Gods 

fre mercie, from whome we haue 

I erthe papi . before declyned. So that the ver 
tes <66dder VA 1y excrciſe of Faſting & the mur- 
ning,and prayer therewith annex- 
ed, do ſolempnedly protelt , that 
by our Faſting we merite not, for 
he that {till confeſſeth his ace, 
and in bitternes of heart cryeth for 
+ DA { mercy, doerh not brage of his me- 
g- * you *9ites, if the Papiſtes reply, yet god 
S) _ ooketh to the Faſting,and heareth 

| DY the prayers of ſuche as ryghtly hi 
- (4 ble them ſelues before him, we de- 


ny 


God, ſaid vato ſache as he had ſc. 
ueirly threatned, Turne vnto me 
in your whole heart, in Faſting & 
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ny nov, but thereto we adde, that 


| righly did never man humble him 


ſelf before God, that truſted or 


\ Mercy, «non 


glorified in the merites of his owe 
works, for without Faith it 13 vapo 


fre mercy through [eſus Chriſt, & 
not vpone the merites of any wor- 
es, The Pharile in braging wes 
retected, but the Publican in deny 
ing him ſelf, and calling for mer- 
cie, wes luſttfied , not by his wor- 
£65 which he had not, but by grace 
and mercy , for the which he {ob- 


bed. Daniel Faſted, confeſſed 


his ſinnes,and the finnes of the pe- 
ople, and thereto he added moſte 
carneſt and feruent prayers. But 
doeth heajlege any of them as a 
cauſe why God ſhuld ather be mer 
cytull ro him,or to the people,nay 
ve findeno fuche thing, bat the 
E dvlaine:contrarte , for thus he con- 
cadeth, Now therefor? our god 


eare the ſupplication and prayer Danke. 9 
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{ kes, 


{idle to pleaſe God, and faith de- 
pendeth ypone the promes of gods 


Trew hum; 
Jiation Qepe 
deth vpone 


VPOne WOr- 


J ; 
Y yo blrre 


Luc, 8, 


ſing viſage vnto thy Sanctuary, 
that lyeth waiſte for the Lordes 
ſaik. O my God giue thy care that 
thow maiſte heare, and open thy- 
en cyes, that thow maiſte ſee the 
wailt places of the cietie which be- 
areth thy name,tor we alledge not 
1 o.6 fot our ryghteoulnes in our prayers, 
KEY >} frhat we poure furthe before thee: 
war; but thy moite abounding mercy. 
Lord heare, Lord be mercyfull, 
Lord take head, & helpe, & delay 

not for thy owen felt my God. 
We may plaiacly ſe whereup6 
this excellent ſeruid of God groi- 
ded him ſelf ro purches Godes fa- 
vour,to wit,vpone the Lord , that 
15 vpone. the Sautour and Media- 
tor promiſed , vpone the molte a- 
boundant mercie of God, and v- 
pone Gvd him felfe, for he vn- 
deritoode what God hid promi- 
ſed,afwell by the mouth of Moy- 
ies as by the Prophet Ifaias ſaying 
Beholde vat [am yea, cuen Iam 


Lord, 


| 


| 
| 
l: 
| 
| i 
| 
{ 
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ofthy ſeruand, & ſhowe thy plea- 
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the Lord, & there 1s no God but T. 
[ kill and I give lyfe againe, 1 giue 
the wound, and I ſhall heale, For 
| my owen names ſaike will I do it, 
(ayeth the Erernaill. 

Apone theſe and the lyke pro- 
miſcs we {ay , did all the Sainces 
of God in all there extremities, de- 
pend and did looke to reccaue co- - A 
torte, without all reſpe& to their A,v444/ ey 
oven workes, they dampned the » 999% 01h 
belt of their 0owen workes , & cal- UGy. «47 
led them nothing but {ilthynes be 
tore God, And therefore yet as 
of before, we boldely affirme, that 
the papiſticall Faſting wes not on- 
lie vaine (for what Faſting 1s it ?to 
1bſteanc from fleſhe, and to fill the 
vellie with fiſhe, wyne,ſpyce, and 
"ther delicates)but alſo it wes odi- The Pap; 
ous vnto God, and blaſphemous ©! iaſtag, 

'0 the death of Teſus Chriſt, for biatphcraus, 
ne cauſes forewritten. And this 

mche ſhortely for thoſe thinges 

at muſt be ioyned with ſrutefull 

Faſting* 


Deut, 32, 


Now we have to confider, what 
thinges may make our Faſting odi 
ous, belydes this proude opinion 
of merite, whereof we haue ſpoke, 

Infidelitie It is no dout but that infidelitie 

—_— maketh all the workes of the repro | 
oftherepro hate odious before God,yea, euch | 
bare 050% when that they do the verray wor || ! 
kes that God hath commanded, a; || * 
we may read in Math. 5.6. and 7, ft 
Iſai. rt. and 66. &c. And diuers y- f 
ther places, but becauſe that infide I ® 


P ' litie Iurketh oft in the heart, and '* 


; "can not well be eipyed, but by che G 
y bitrer and rotten frures that ſpring ha 
thereof, The Spirite of God hath be 
painted furthe yvnto vs in plaine (ed 
wordcs, what vices may makevs lt. 

and all our workes odious before 

our God, to that nether will he def 
heare our prayers,nor regarde our I/©' 
Faſting. Salomon ſayerh, he that il 
ditteth his eare from: the crye of 0 ft 

Pra. 2: the poore, his prayer ſhalbe abho- qſ"utt 
minable before God. And Ifai in ir 

I 


the perſone of God ſaveth., Albeit 
that 


that ye ſhall itretche out your hi- 
des, and multiplie your prayers, 
cet will I not heare yow,for your | 
handes are full of blood. But moſt ; 
plainely to our purpoſe ſpeaketh | 
the ſame :Prophet, ſayings The 
hous of Tacob daylie ſeaketh me, 8& 
they wolde knowe my wayes as a 
Nation that wrought iuſtice, and 
that had not left the iudgement of 
their God. They aſk me tudge- 
mentes of 1uſtice(that is they quer 
rell with me) and they deſyre that  Packl 
EB God ſhall drowe neare, Why 4-0 bebo $I); 
have we faſted (ay they)and thou 92795 & 17 
beholdeit not? We haue afflic- fj(f6 
ted our ſoules, and thow miſ know 
tit. The Prophet anſwereth in 
the perſone of God,and ſayeth. 
deholde in the day of your Faſte, 
ye will ſeak your will, and require 
il your dcttes, beholde yt Faſte: 
£ Fo ſtrife, and debaite, and to ſmyte | 
I-1th the filt of wickedncs,Y ec ſhall 

iot Faſte as they do to daye, to | 
1KC Your voice be hcard aboue, 


2. Is 


Iſay, 58. 


that 1s to oppreſſe ythers, ſo that 
they are compelled ro crye vnto 
God. TIsit ſuchea Faſte that] 
haue chofen? That a man ſhuld 
atftict his ſoule fora day, and to 
bow downe his head,as a bul raſh, I ! 
and to ly downe in Sackcloth and Þ | 
aihes. Wilt thow call this aFa-Þ 


{ting , Or an acceptable day vnto [ 
the Lord? Is not this the Faſting l 
O that Sous that 1 haue choſen,to louſe the b? n 
Land ſhulde des of wickedaes, to take of the © 
follow heauie burdinges, and to let the p 


| S hoe ppreſled go fre, and that ye break 


1 4y Hou2n9 everic Yock?ls it not to dealethyY ” 
4 bread vnto the honorie? AndthatY © 
tnow bring the poore that wand-YI "* 

reth vnto thy hous? Whea thow! F, 

ſeelt the Nacked, that how coucr| th 

him? And hyde not thy ſelf fron] 

thy o wen fleſhe. Then ſhall thy! tt 

” «c 


light break furth as the morning,} 
| Fe” thy health ſhall growe ſpede-l as 
he, thy righreouſnes ſhall go be-} 
food thee, and the glorie of the 


Lord ſhall embraſe thee, &c: ON 
In; 


! 


In theſe moſte notable ſentences, 
and in ſuche as follow in the ſame 
place, we have to marck, what tni- 
ges may make our Faſting to be re 
ciated of God, what he cranerh of 
{uche as Faſte fratefullic,and what 
promes he maketh to ſuch as obey 
him. This people externallie pro- 
fciſed God ,they daylie ſought his 
tace , by reparing to che Temple, 
hearing of the Law,and exerciſing 
of the Sacrihices, yer did God pla- 
gue tem 1h Mo 1ortes then onc, as 
in the bookis of the B Ringes & Cor 
nickles we may read. En their ex- 
tremitie they ran(as to them appea 
red)to the vttermoſte reluge,they 
Faſted, and.vnteanedly humbled 
their bod ics, for that the Prophet 
meanerh , whey that he ſaycth, 
that they Faſted rill thar their nec 
«es were weakned and made faint 
as a bull raſhe, for verray lack of 


corporall toode, They layed of 


their gorgious garmentes , and put 
on Sackcloth. &c. And yet wer 


- 


Deur. 3. 
2. Reg. Þ. 


their troubles nothing releved, 
And that wes the cauſe why the 
querrelled with God , and ſaid. 
Why haue we Faltcd, and thoy 
haſt notſenc? &.. Andin ver- 
ray dead to the natural man it wes 
ſtrange, for god had promiſed that 
he wolde conforte his people, whe 
ſocucr they ſhuld humble them 
{clues before him , notwithſtiding 
their former iniquitie. 

In the externall ceremonies,nor 
in the corpora!l exerciſes, there 
could no fault be eſpyed. Why 
then docth not God heare them? 
complaine they. God anfwereth 
that their ourwarde proſeſiton wes 
but Hipocritie, their Faſting wes 
but mocking of God, and their 
prayers could do nothing but pro 
uoke him to further diſplcaſure. 
Becauſe that albeit they retcancd 
the Name of God, and albeir that 


_ they appcared in his Temple, yet 


had they forſaken bothe his 1dgs 
mentes,{tatutes, and holte ordini- 
CES, 


np <3 a A cs us wy -—_ PY iro 


 && 


ces, Albeit the bodie ſtouped , & 
ves afflicted by Faſting, yer rema- 


ous againſt God , for they follow- 
ed their owen corrupted wayes, 
they oppreſſed {uche as were ſub- 
ect vrto them , their heauice Yock 
lay ypone the neckes of ſuche as 
could not ridde them {clues from 
their bondage, Amonges them 
were ſtryfe, debaite, whiſperinges 
of malice, yea, open contention, 
and manifeſt violence, which all 
vere evident declarativs of proud 
heartes,and impenitent Soulles. 

And therefore God giucth vnto 
them open defyance, in the tyme 
Fhe they think that they ſeak his 
peace moſte carneitly, And here 
to ought we this day that proteſle 
the Lord Ieſus, & hauc renounced 
2bhominations of Papiſtrie with- 


in the Realme of Scotland, give + 
For it 1s not the y 7 
| icmple knoweledge of the tructh ?/>7 


deligent head, 


onelie , nor yet ine externall pro- 


Let eucrie 
nan examin 


ned the heart proude and rebelli- his owenes 
{cicnce, 


þno 19 
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deny him felt, marther, malice, ! 


feſsion of the ſame, that is accep- 
table before God. Nay nay deare 
brethrene, he requireth the frutes 
of repentance,and they are. ro de- 
clyne from enill , and to do good, 
as we may read in many places of 
the Scripture, Think we ira 
thing aggreable with the nature of 
the Eternall our God, that he {ha 
receaue vs in fauour, after that we 
haue offended? And we will not 
for his ſaike remit the injuries that 
are doneto vs, Can we thinketo 
be at peace with him ? When 
that we {tubburnehe will conti- 
new in {trife amonges our ſejues, 

Shal he relejue our greif, bondage, 
or Yock? And we will not releive 
the burdinges that vniuſtly we lay 
vpone our brethrene. Shall he 
beltowe his vndeſerued mercic v- 
ponevs? And wecan ſhowe no 
bowels of mercie, to tuchas we ſc 
in miſerie before our eyes. Let 
vs n0t be deceaued, God can not 
"Vo; 


: Cit, 


nr er nn en > en ne ee ne n—- I 


trent, crueltie, oppreſsion, ſtryfe, 
thift, decear, iniuit dealing, coue- } " vr 
touſnes,auaritiouſnes, and vnmer- make ourc 
cifulnes vnto the poore, Beſydes fins <a 
pryde, horedome,adulterie, vanto 
nes, and the reſt of the workes of 
the fleſh,are ſo odious before god, 
that whill that any of them reig- 
neth in the heart of man, he and l 
his whole workes are deteſtable vl) Tr 
before God. And therefore if we 13968 't 
deſyre that Gods fearetull wdge-,.\ t rerf 98 
mentes {halbe ſtayed, let vs ( that a« « Jargſh 
knowe the trueth and fay that we of oo) | 
profeſle the ſame ) vnieanedlic re- bo 
turne vnto our God, Let vs'uot wo 5 nj} 
be inferioures to the King of Nt- go Jo "= 
ntue, wo commanded enteric nan $07 het 
toturne from his wicked wayes; \ | 
 N aond from the injquiric that wes 11 49:mr of *\N 
ns handes. Ler vs conf1dder witat a = 
| Four Go crauerh of vs, but eipect- PC ." 
> Euleler Earles, Lordes, Barrons, 9246 4074 
 E Burgeſles, and Artificers conftidder 
 BÞy what meanes their ſubltances 
we increaſſed, 


£; 


Tt 1s not yneugh to iuftie vs be- 
O— fore God, that ciuile Lawes can 
2cth more NOT accuſe vs. Nay brethrene, the 
men ciuile eyes of our God pearſeth deaper, 
then munnes Law can ftreache, 

The Law of man can not conuit 
he Earle, the Lord, the Barrone, 
or Gentilman , for oppreſiing of 
the poore labourers of the groid, 
{or his detence is ready. 

I may do with my owen as belt 
pleaiteth me. The Merchand 1s 
uit yneugh in his owen concear. 
If before men he can not be con- 
uid of thift and deceat, The Ar- 
tifhcer and Craftiſman , thinketh 
him ſelf fre before God, albeit that 
he nether worke Wien tuffe, 
nor yet {ell for reaionable price. 
The worlde is euil (ſayeth he)and 
how can men line, if they donot 
as viher do. And thus doeth e- 
uerts mileane vpone the iniquitie 
ofanother, and thinketh him ſelf 
fufficientlie excuſed, when rhat he 
mcitteth Craft with Craft, & repul | 


ſeth | 


2 (a 
oft ew ba 
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ſeth back yiolence,cther with de- 
ceat,or els with open injurie. Let 
vs be aſſured deare brethrene, that 
theſe be the finnes which hereto- 
fore haue prouoked Cod, not on- 


; Conſulte 
lie to plague, bur alfo to diftroy, withthe 22. 


G Chapter of 
and vtterlie ouertnrowe ſtronge the Prop 


Realmes,and flouriſhing common Ezechietl, 
wealthes. 

Now ſeing that the iuſtice, and 
Iudgementes of our God abyde 
for euer, and that he hath folemp- 
nedlie pronounced , that eueric 
Realme , Nation or Cictic, that 
finneth as did Iuda and Feraſilem, 11%: 7+ 
ſhalbe like wiſe punithc d, Let that 
fearctull dittruction , thr came v= gp v4 td] 
pone them , into the whiche aftcr 4 
honger and pelt, the ſworde deuo 
red without diſcretion, the ryche 2 Parakze. 
and poore, the Noble, and thoſe 
that were of baſſe degre,the yong, 
and ra way" Pr aittes, and Prophe 
tes, yea,the Matrones, & Virgines, 
eſchaped not the day of that Tharp 
J \ilitation. Let their puniihment 
| / FN 


A. Reg. 25 


(we ſay) prouoke vs to repentice, 
and ſo co dout, we ſhall finde fa- 
; uour in the cyes of our God,albe- 
| it that he hath begune to ſhowe 
vnto vs euident fipnes of his dif- 
leaſure, iuſtlie conceaued agaivſt 
vs. But(as God forbide) if we 
mocke his Meſsingers, and difpyſe 
his vordes, till that thor be no re- 
meadie as they did. Then can we 
(whome God hath raſed vp tc in- 
{ſtruct and forewarne yow) do no- 
thing but take witncle of heaven 
tao wt and earth, yea, and of your owen 
196 o conſcience, that we haue faithful- 
552-94: 2 lie inſtructed yow in the ryght 
c, way of God, aſwell as concerning 

wel) 041 his trew worſhipping , as in doing 


2. Paral. 36s 


ſtars of your dewtics one to another. 
o - of | And alſo that we have forewarned 
you of the plagues to come, firlte 


ho 5 md by our totnges, and now by our 

4 pen,for a perpctua:l memorial! to | 
the polteritie that ſhall follow. 

Who ſhall glorihe God, ether for 


your. conuerhon , or els for your 
iſt 


iuſt condemnation, and ſeueire pu 
niſhemenres, if ye continey ino- 
beaient. 

To preſcrine to euerie man his 
dewtie in particulare, we can nor, 
becauſe we knowe not whereintill 
cuerie man , and eucrie eſtate par- 
ticularlie- offendeth , but we muſt 
remit euerie eltate, and eucrie mi 
in his vocation, tothe examinatis 
of his owen conſcience. And that 
according as God commandeth in 
his hole Law,and as Chriſt Teſus re 
quireth, that ſuche as ſhall poſleſſe 
the Kingdoms, with him {hall do. 

Which is, whatſoeuer ( ſayeth 
| he) that ye wolde men hula, do 
vato yow, do ye the lyke vnto 
them. By this reule whiche the « 

| Author of all cquitie, iuſtice,and w &q 
| policte hath eftabliſhed. Send we Pe 

| the Earles, Lordes, Barrons, and > 

” & 2cntilmen, to trye their owen co- © 
ſciences, w /hether that they wolde (54245 
be content that they ſhuld be en- 
treated Cif God had made them 


Math. 7, 


> 


Lt) 


Lay? 


huſeband men , and laubowrers of 
the ground ) as they haue entrea- 
ted, and preſentlie doeth entreat, 
fuche as fome tymes had a mode- 
rate and reſonable life vader their 
predeceſſours. 

Whether we ſay that they 
wolde be contear that their ſtea- 
dinges and malinges ſhould be ra- 
ſed from male to ferme, from one 
ferme to two, & fo going vpward, 
till that for pouertie, the Ancient 
laubourers are compelled to leaue 
tae ground in the handes of the 
Lord. If with this entreatment 
they wolde be cotent, we appeale 
their owen conſcience Andift 
they thinke that they wolde not, 
then in Godes Name we require 
them to begia to reforme them {cl 
ucs,and to remember that 1t is not 
we, but that it 1s Chrilt Teſus that 
ſo craueth of them. And vnto 
tne ſame reule we ſend Iudges, 
Lawers, Merchandes, Artificers, 
and tinallie, euen the verray lau« 

bourers 


bourcrs cf the ground them ſelues 
That eucris one 11 his vocation 
may trye how iuttlie, vprightlie, & 
mercyfullie he deaieth with his 
Nighboure, And if he finde his 


conſcience accuſed by the former 


ſentence of our Maſter,let him cal 


for grace, that he may not onelie 
repent for the by ypalſt , but alſo a- 
mend in tymecs by cume, and fo 
ſhall cheir Faſting, and prayers be 
acceptable ynto God. 

It men think tnat we require the 
thing that is va poſſible. For what 
vere this els? But to reforme the 
tice of the whole earth 2 Which 
neuer wes,nor yet ſhalbe, till that 
the righteous King and [udge ap- 
peare, for the reſtauration of all 
thinges. We anſwer,that we {peak 
not to the godles multitude, ne- 
ther yet to iuche as arc mockers 
of Godes Iudgementes, whoſe por 
tion is in this life , and for whome 
the £ tyre of hell ( which now they 
mock ) i; zTurcdlic prepared, Bur 


Ro 4 


mmtgf>1 I {1 S: 


Math, 2g, 


loan, 15. 


Ifay, 50. 


Cone, 12. 


"we ſpeak to ſuch as haue profeſſed 


the Lord Ieſus with vs, who have 
communicated with his bliſled $2 
cramentes, haue renounced Ido- 
lacrie, and haue awowed them ſel- 
ues to be new creatures in Teſus 
Chriſt, in whome they areingraf- 
ted as liuehe braches, apt to bring 
furth good frute. Now why! it 
ſhuld be thought vopollible, that 
theſe men of what vocation that 
euer they be ) ſhulde begin to ex- 
preſſe 1 in theirlines , "ky which in 
worde they haue publilic profel 
ied: Weſeno good reaſone, vn- 
les that we wolde ſay that it 1s vn- 
poſſible that God ſhall now work 
in men of thts age, as we read that 
he hath wrought in men before 
vs, and that were blaſphemte. 
Seing that the hand of our God 
1$8no more thortned towardes vs, 
then that it hath bene towardes 
thoſe that haue paſt before vs. 
At Godes jemyle commandement 
Abraham leit his Fathers hous & 
natiuo 


natiue countrie, Moyles prefer- 

red the condition of the people of E*94: 2: 

Iſraell, even in their greateſt afli- 

Aion , to the ryches and glorie of 

Photh Courte. Dauid vpon the 

vndion of Samunell, did pacientlie 7 Sam. 16 

abyde the perſecution of Saul ma- 
yeares. Zacheus at an dennar 

with Chriſt Teſus, wes not onelie Luc. vg. 

' content to reſtore whatſoeuer he 

had before defrauded , but alſo to 

give the half of all his ſubſtance to 

the ſuſtentation of the poore. 

And the fairhfull in the dayes of 

the Apoſtles, ſolde their poſleſ- 

lons,and miniſtrat vato the indi- A% 2- 

cents None of theſe excellent 

workes Craue we of the faithfull in 

our age, but onely thoſe, without 

the which the Spirite of San&ifi- 

cation can not be knowen to be in 

man, to wit,that eucrie man ſpeak 

me trueth with his brother, that Epkeſ. 4. 

none oppreſſe nor ce ano- 

ther in any buſynes,that the bow- 

els of mercy may appcare amongs 


I. Theſi. 4. 


q 


workes,and to ſhyne as lyghtes in 
the middeit of this wicked gene- 
ration. 
| Which if we do not, we declare 
\ no dout that Chriſt Teſus dwelleth 
ASA7 not within vs, but that we ar they 
© 33 {A * C® that heareand knowe the will of 
L226 our Lord but do not the ſame. And 
| vnto what curſe and malidiction 
ſuche perſones are ſubieR, the pa- 
rable of the Fegge tre whiche wes 
threatned to be cut downe, if it 
Math. 21, brought not furth frute, the curſe 
& 25. given to it, vpon the which Chriſt 
| Teſus being hongric fand no frute: 
and his laſt ſentence againſt the 
reprobate,do ſufficiently witnes, 
In the which we haue to obſerue, 
that the reprobate are adiudged to 


the fyre, that ncuer ſhalbe quen- 
ched, 


ſuche as Gol hath called to his 
knoweledge, and finally, that we if 
altogether that profeſſe the Lord 
| Teſus,and do abtorre Idolatrie,ab 
Collef, , horce allo all kyade of implietie, 
ſtudying ro habound in all good 


ched, not onely becauſe they com 


mitted iniquitie, but alſo becauſe a tre 


they were not found frutefull in 
good workes, Let euerie man 
theretore that will ayoyde plagues 
temporall and perpetuall, vntea- 
nedlie ſtadie to accompliſhe in 
worke, that which in worde, and 


ſhall the benediction of God reſt, 
when the manifelt contempners, 
and cloked Hypocrites ſhalbe ra- 
ſed from the face of the carth, and 
ſhalbe caſt in vttermoſte darknes, 
where there ſhalbe weaping and 
gnaſheing of teith without end, 
whiche (halbe the rewarde of all 
their wicked workes, 

Mo thinges we wolde haue writ 
ten, ſucheas the notes vpone the 
diſconſiture of Ioſua at Hay, and 
of the Uraclites fighting againſt 
Bentamin , together with the foo- 
ſhe opinion of the Papiſtes , who 
think them iclues obliſhed ro faſt 


Js 9m) Y2os 
outwarde profeſsion he doeth a=? » 
vove, and vpone ſ{uche no dout » > YP9** 


The reaſon 
ofthe tyme. 


fourtie dayes ( :5whiche they call 
their Lent) becauſe that Chriſt Ie- 
ſus faſted fourtie dayes, immediat- 
lie after his Baptiſms. But theſe we 
are compelled for this preſent to 
pretermir, be reaſon that the tyme 
appoynted to this preſent exercilc 
of Faſting approcheth ſv nye. 
If God of his mercy ſhall plea 
to continew the light of his Evan- 
cle amonges vs, this argument wlll 
be enlarged and fer furth with gre 
ter circumſtances frome tymeto 
ryme. | 
Now to the ordour.exercife, & 
abſtinence that is to be kept into 
this publi&t Faſting. Firſt it isto 
be obferued, that the rwo dayes. 
before expreſſed , to wit, the laſt 
Sonday of Februarie inſtant, and 
the firſt Sonday of Marche imme- 
diatly thereafter following, ar not 
appoynted for any Religion of 
tyme, nether yet that thoſe prec!- 
ſed dayes ſhalbe obſerued cuerie 
yeare following , biit becauſe that 
ſhort!'; 


ſhortly thereafter are the Eſtates 
of this Realme appoynted to con- 
uene 1n Parliament. Therefore 
the whole Aſſemblie thoght thoſe 
dayes for the preſent necelitie 
molte mcit, leauivg in the libertie 
ot the Churche, what tyme they 
will appoynt to that exerciſe in all 
tyMes to cum. 

ihe Sondayes are appoynted 
nor of ſuperſtition, nether yet to 
bring in any Schyſme within the 
Church , but becauſe that vpone 
the onde 7 the people ( eſpecially 
that dwell a landwart ) may beſt 
attend vpone prayer, and tne reit 
of the exercitcs that ougnt to he 
oyned with publict Falting. 
The abſtinence is commanded to 
be from Setterday at eight hours 
atnyght, till Sonday atter the ex- 
erciſe ar after none rhat is atter .5. 
houres. And then oncly bread & 
drinck to he vied, and that with 
great ſobrictic, that the body cra- 
ung neceffary food, the toule may 


The reaf on 
ef the Sop« 
dayes., 
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The reaſon 
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fourtie dayes ( :whiche they call 
their Lent) becauſe that Chriſt Ie- 
ſus faſted fourtie dayes, immediat- 
lie after his Baptiſme. But theſe we 
are compelled for this preſent to 
pretermir, be reaſon that the tyme 
appoynted to this preſent exercilc 
of Faſting approcheth ſo nye. 
If God of his mercy ſhall plea 
to continew the light of his Evan- 
ole amonges vs, this argument wlll 
be enlarged and fer furth with gre 
ter circumſtances frome tyme to 
tyme. 
Now to the ordour.exerciſe, & 
abſtinence that is to be kept into 
this public Faſting. Firſt it is to 
be obſecued, that the two dayes. 
before expreſſed, to wit, the laſt 
Sonday of Februarie inſtant, and 
the firſt Sonday of Marche imme- 
diatly thereafter following, ar not 
appoynted for any Religion of 
tyme, nether yet that thoſe prect- 
ſed dayes ſhalbe obſerued cueric 
yeare following , bit becauſe that 
ſhort! 


- uing necefiary food, the toule may 


ſhortly thereafter are the Eſtates 
of this Realme appoynted to con- 
uene in Parliament. Therefore 
the whole Aﬀſemblie thoght thoſe 
dayes for the preſent neceſvitie 
molte meit, leauing in the libertie 
of the Churche, what tyme they 
will appoynt to that exerciſe in all 
tymes to cum. 

ihe Sondayes are appoynted 
not of ſuperſtition, nether yet to 
bring in any Schyſme wihin the 
Church , but becauſe that vpone 
the Sonday the people ( eſpecially 
that dwell a landwart ) may beſt 
attend vpone prayer, and the rett 
ct the exercilcs that ovgnt to he 


| oyned with plibJict Falting. 


he abſtinence is commanded to 
be from Setterday at eight hours 
atnyght, till Sonday atter the ex- 
erciſe ar after none that is after .5. 
houres. And then oncly bread & 
drinck to he vied, and that with 
great ſobrietic, that the body cra- 
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No gammes 
may be v ſed 
vpone the 
dayes of 2b- 
ſtinence, 


Gorgi ots 
apparel 35 to 
be left, 


The ſeicke 
and weake 
are nut bond 
to this Cxcr. 


Cyie, 


be prouoked exrneſtly to crane of 
God that which it molte neadeth, 
that 15 mercy for our former vn- 
thancktuln es,and the aſsiſtance of 
his holy Spirite in rymes to cum, 

Mecn that will obſerue this exer" 
ciſe, may not any of the two 
dayes vie any kynde of gammes, 
bur exerciſe them ſelues after the 
publi& Aſſemblies in preute medt- 
tation with their God. 

Gorgious apparrell wolde be ab 
ſteaned fra,during the whole ryme 
ot our humiliation. W hich 1s fro 
the one Sonday in the morning, 
till rhe nixr Sonday ar nyghr. 
Albeit that the ſtraitnes "of abſti- 
ſtence 1s to be kept , but the rwo 
daycs onely. 

We do not bind the conſcience 
of perfones that be vnable to the 
extremitie of the abſtinence, and 
yet do we exaorte the to vie their 
libertie (it any they tak )in ſecret, 
leaft that vthers atber follow their 
eull exemple,or els indge them to 

be 


| be diſpyſers of fo neceſlaric an ex- 
ercyie. 

The tyme that ſhalbe ſpent, aſ- 
well before none as after, muſt be 
left to the wiidome of the diſcrete 
Miniſters, who beſt cf mdge bothe 
what the auditore may beare, and 
what them ſelues are able to ſulte- 
ne, But becauſe that this exerciſe 


1s extraordinary, the tyme thereot 


volde be ſomewhat longer then ig 
vicd to be in the accuſtomed Aſ- 
ſ{cmblics. And yer we wolde not 

haue 1T ſo tedious, that it thulde be 

noyfome to the people. And ther 

tore we think that thre houres & 

les, beforc noune, and two houres 

at after noune, ſhalbe ſufficient for 

tne whole exercyle publict, The 
relt to be ſpent in preuie medita- 
ton, euerie ſamilic 2 2parte, 

The Sonday preceading the Jait 
tondsy of Februar y as before 12 
hid, ſhall cuerie miniſter gue ad- 
rertiſement to his Bocke, of ſuch 
thinges as are to be done the nixt 


»-hat houres 
before none 
& what at- 

rer n vBc. 


Sonday following,and of the cau- 
ſes of the ſame, with ſuche exhor- 
tation as God ſhall put into their 
mouthes, to make the people to 
embraſe the inſt commandement 
of the Churche with more Slaide 
myndes. 
In townes we think expedient 
10925 that the exerciſe of the doctrine 
ſhall vegine Hepine ypone the Setterday at af- 
vpone the 
Serterday, ECT NOunNe, 1immediatly preceading 
the firſt Sonday of abſtinence, that 
> The people may be the berter pre- 
\ pared Religioully to vic the obſer 
uations of the nixt day. But in 
landwart we think good that the 
doctrine begine the Sonſtay be- 
fore. The argumet of the Sermona 


oO 
places Pre- 14 exhortation to be taken from 


per for the 

fiſt ſermon ſome proper place of the Prophe- 
of tes, as of Ioel the firſt, where he 
fayerh. Sanctine a Faſte, appoynt | 
the Aſſemble, &c. Or of lonas 
the thride, where lonas cryed, and 
_-- yet fourtie dayes, and Nine thal 


be diftroyed. &c. Orof [eremis 


1C 


Re eee—aag——— - _ _ 
ee ER 


RE Doo 


Toel. 1, 


CT# er *_ ate « 


the ſeruent, 
eth, Heare the worde of the Lord 


all Inda, and ye that enter in by 


theſe gates. &c. Or of the thret- 
tene of Lucas, ypone the declara- 

tion of them that ſhewe to oure 
Maſter the crueltie of Pylate , and 
vpone his anſwer. -Or vpone any 


. vther proper place within y Scrip 


ture,that entreteth of repentance, 
of publict humiliation, of the cau- 
ſes, and of the frutes of the ſame. 
This ended,as it were for prepara- 
tion, the beginning ſhalbe ypone 
Sonday,from the Law of God,be- 
cauſe that all that offendeth Gods 
Maieſtie, proceadeth from the trif 
oreſcion thereof, and therefore af- 
ter a ſhorre prayer, That God 
will pleaſe to make his holy word 
to frutifie amonges vs, this confeſ” 
ſion ſhalbe made. 


TThe Confeſsion that ſhal go be- 
fore rhe reading of the Law, and 


before cucrie excrcyle.. 
F 


Where that he ſay- 


Luc. 13. 


Car er ERR. oe Li. 0s 
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] T 1s of thy mercy 6 Lord, and 
not of our merites , that it hath 
- pleaſed thee to ſhoxe thy ielf vn- 
tothe worlde, ceuer from the be- 
einning,& vnto.vs now 1n this Jal! 
and molte corrupt ae, yea, Lord 
ve further conleſle,. that nether 
Law, nor Evangle, can profite vs 
.to "Ft Won ,"CxCept that thow of 

thy. meare. grice worke into:vs a 
- bufe all power-that 1s in-this oure 
nature. Foralbeit thow teache, 
weſhall remaine ignorant, albtit 
Hebe. 8, \thow threaten, xe ſhal corempne, 
And albeit thow promes mercy & 
grace,yert ſhall we diſpaire and; re- 
_ mrarne 13 inhdclitte ; Onles that 
thow creat in vs new heartes, write 
Tere. 31, thy Law into the ſame, and feale 
into vs remiicon of our finnes, and 
the ſenſe and fealing of thy father- 
lie mercy, by the power of thy ho 
lie Spirite, To rhe originall worla 
Gene. 6 thowv ſpak by Noha. - To Pharo 
and his people, by thy feruand 


Exod. 2.3-4 Moyles. To all Iſraell by the 
F 


full Trumpet of thy Law. To the Exod. 26. 
Cietie of teruſalem , by thy owen Ma. 
wiſdome, our Lord lefſus Chrift, loan. 12. 
And to y.multitude, afwel of [ew 
es as Gentiles, by the preaching of = "I 
thy holy Apoſtles. Bur who gaue 
obedience? Who trembled, and 
conſtantly feared thy hote diſplea 
ſure? W ho did rightly acknowled 
re the tyme of their viſitatio? And 
who did embraſe and kep?2 to the 
end, thy fatherly promiſes? 

Onely they 6 Lord, ro whome 
thySpirite wes the 1n and teach- 
er, whole heartes thow opened, & loan. 6. 
from whome thow remoued Ke 
bellion and infdclitte , the reſt 
vere externally ca; !led, but obeyed 
not, they heard-aſvel ner cy oife- 
red, as threatninges pronaunſed, 
but nether with the one nor wita 
the vther were they afteduaily 
maned. We ackiiowledge 6 Lord 
that the ſame corruption lurcketh 
in vs,that budded Furti in them to 
their diſtruction, and 1u{t condem- 

F. 4 
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nation. And therefore we moſte 
humbly beſeak thee 6 Father of 


mercies, for Chrilt Teſus thy ſones 
fake, 1hat as thow halt cauſed the 
lychrt of thy worde clearely to 
{hy ne amongs vs, and as thow haſt 
piainely ini}ruged vs by the ex- 
ternal minifterie,in the ryght way 
of Salvaticn. So it wall plcafe 
thee inward! v to moue our dulle 
Þcartes , and by the power of thy 
holy $ pnite, that thow will write 
ard icale into them that holy fer 
ond reverence, v hich thow craucſk 
ot thy chufen childiene,, and that 
faithjull obedience 10 thy hole 
» 1;},rogether with the fealing and 
ſenie that our finnes are ſully pur- 
eed. & frely remitted by that only 
ore Sacrifice, wbiche onely by 1 it 
ſclt 15 acceptable vrto thee, to wit, 
the chedicnce,acath, & mediation 
etihy cnely Scone our Souerane 
Lord,oney Paſtor, Mediator, and 
hie prezſt,our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 

1o whome with thee, and with 
| the 


LY 


4 
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the holy Ghote , be all honour 


| and glore, worlds without end, 


C This Conf2Nion ended, the Mi- 


niſter or Rex1der Hill JiftinRlis 
read the 27. an | 23. OY 
nomion, which end=41, the Mi- 
niſter {hull wiſh» eerie vcogh to 
difſcend ſ>cretly into him ſelf, ro 
ex1mine his oven confaence, 
whereiato he findeth him felfs 
eiltie before God, The Mini- 
ter him ſelf ]ith the oeople {hall 
proltrate them ſelues , X remiine 
m private medication 4 reaiona - 
ble ſpace, as the quarter of an 
houre or more. Taercafter ſthal 
the Miniſter exhorte the people 
to confeſſes with him their ftanes 
and offences as follo weth. 


vsT andryzhteous art thow 6 
Lord God, | Father ererli ting, 


holy is thy L1w,and moite iu't are 


% 


thy iudgementes, yea, een when 
thow doeſt puniſhe in greatell ſe- 


Fo & 


uveritie, we do confeſſe as the treu- 
th is, that we haue tranſgreſſed thy 
whole Law, and haue ended thy 
godly Maieſtie, in breaking and 
violating eucrie precept of the 
fame. And ſo moſte in{tly my 
thow poure furth vpone vs all pla- 
Ly tnat are threatned : and that 

we hnde Powrec 4 furth vpone the 
one at any tyme from the 
beginning. And ſo muche the 
rather 6 Lord, becauſe that ſo log 
we hauc bene called, by thy holie 
wordeto vnfeaned repentance, & 
nexnes of lyfe: and yet haue we 
ſtill remaned in our ſormer Revel 
lion. and therefore it thow wilt 
enter in itndgement with VS, WC Cl 
mether eſchape confuſion in this 
lyfe, nor inſt concgempnatio in the 
Iy:eto cum. But Lord thy mercy 
is xithout meafure, and the treutn 
of thy promiſes abydetrh for eucr. 
Vn«orthy are we e that thow ſhuld 
eit iooke ypone vs, but Lord thow 
he{t promiſed that thow yilt how 
Mercy 


mercy to the mote grieuous offe- 
ders, 'whenfocuer that they rept, 
And further, thow by the mouth 
of thy deare Sone our Lord Tetus 
Chriſt, haſt promiſed that thow 
wilt give thy holy Syirite to ſuche 
35 humblie c1] vnto thee. In bol- 
dnes of the whiche promes, we 
moite humbly beſeak thee 6 Fa- 
tzer of mercies. that it wold pleaſe 
thy godly Maizſtic 2, to worke into 
our ſtubburne heartes, an vnfea- 
ned doloaur tor our former offn- 
ces, with ſome ſenſe ana fealing of 
thy grace and mercy , together 
vith an earneſt deſyre of Iuſtice 
and righteouſnes, in the which we 
are bound continually to walk 
Bur becauſe that nether we nor 
our prayers can ſtand before thee, 
be reaſon of that inperfectione 
which {fill remaneth in this oure 
corrupted nature. Wet to the 
obedience and perite Tuitice of 
Tefus Chrilt, our onely Me.ltitor, 
wa whome 3nd by whome, we cal 


F. 4 


The heades 


not onely for remiſsion of our {in- 


y 


nes, and for aſsiſtance of thy ho 
ly Spirite, but alſo for all thinges 
that thy godly wiſdome knoweth 
to be expedient for vs,and for thy 
Church vniverſall. Praying as he 
hath taught vs ſaying. 

Our Father that art. &c. 


& This ended, the Miniſter ſhall 
read the Text whereupone he 
w1ll ground his Sermon. 


E 1x$T heſhal expone the dig 


nitie and equitie of Gods law, 


of the tilt Seconfly,the plagues and puniſh- 


Se; mvne. 


Rom, 3. 


fQCes 


mentes that enſew the contempt . 
thereof, together with the bleſsin- 
promiſed to the obedient ob- 
ſeruers ofit, Thridly, he fall teache 
Chriſt Ieſus to be the end and per 
feRion of the Law, who hath per- 
fitely accompliſhed that whiche 
wes impoſcible to the Law to do. 

And fo ſhall he exhorte eueric ma 
to vaſerned repentance, to itead- 


fait 


faft faith in Chriſt Teſis, andto- 
ſhowe frutes of the ſame. 
The Sermone endel , the com< 
mone prayer ſhalbe vſed thar is 
/ conteaned in the Pſalme booke, 
the 46. page thereof, beginning 
thus. God almyghtic and heautely 
Father, &c. Which ended, the 
51. Pſalme ſhalbe ſoung whole, 8 
ſo with the benediction , the Af- 
ſemble is to þe demitted for that 
excrcile. 
At after noune, 


FTER inuocation of Godes 

Name publily by the Mint- 
ſter,and ſecretly by euery man for 
a reaſonable ſpace, The Miniſter 
may take the argument of his Ser- 
mone from the beginning of L119. 
Pſalme , where the deligent Rea- 
der ſhall obſerue the properties & 
conditions of ſuche, as in whoſe 
heartes God writeth his Law. Or 
if that be thought ouer hard , then 


may ye take the Text of lohne. 
God 


t. [o3n, 


©odislyght, and into him there 
1s no dar chnes. ir weſay we haue 
fellowſhipe with him. &c. The 
prayer is referred vnto the Mini- 
ſter,, the 6. Pſajme ſhalbe ſoung, 

The benenricion and borta. 
tion. , ro call romynde whercfore 
that wide 4 13 vicd, being ended, 
The publiQexerciſe ſhalbe put to 
eng for that day. 

LBETT thattoland wart the 

A ne-ple can not well connene 
euerie day hetuix the two Sonday 
&«,vyet in B 'oughes & Townes we 
think they ought to connene, an 
hour before none,and an re & 
moreat after none. The houre 
before none, to be the houre ac-. 
cuſtomed to the commone pray- 
ers. The houreat after none to 
be at 3. hourecs or after. 


ET The exerciſe of the 
whole weke. 
THE 


He beginning-euer to be with 
Confel5ion.of our {innes, and 
imploring of Godes graces. *Then 
certane Pſatmes ,and certane Hi- 
ſtories to be diſtinRly red, exhor- 
tation to be conceaued thereup9, 
and prayers lykewife,as God ſhall 
inſtruc and inipyre the Miniſter 
orReader, | 


< Mononday before none. 


Plalm. 2, 3. and 10. 

Hiſtorie. 2. of the Iudges, 
After none. 

Pſalm. the 12. 1;, and 17. . 

Hiltorie the 16, of the Iudges. 

q Teuſday before none. 

Pſalm. the 25. and 28, 

Hiſtorie the 7. of the Iudges. 
Afternone, 

Pſalm. the 36. and_ 40. 
Hiſtorie the 4. of the Tudges, 
q Wedneſday before none. 

Pſulm, the 14. and 55. 
Hiſtorie the 19, of the Iudges. 


Aﬀer none. 
Pſalm, the 44, and 56. 
Hiſorie the 20. of the Iudges, 
EThuriſday before none, 
Pſalm. the 49. and 57. 
Hiſtorie. Eſter the 3. and 4+ 
After none. 
Pſalm. the 37. 
Hiſtorie. Elter the 5. 6. & 7. 
EFryday before none. 
Pſalm. ho 59. GI. and 64. 
Hiſtorie. the 2. of Paralip. 20. 
After none, 
. Plalm. the 69. 
Hiſtoge. the 36. of Iſai. 
q Setrerday before none. 
Pſalm.' the 68. and 70. 
Hiſtorie. the 37. of Iſai. 
_ _Afﬀrernone. 
Plalm. the 74. and 77. 
Hiſtorie, the 9g. & 10. of Eſd. 
5 Sonday the laſt day of this pub- 
U&R exerciſe for this tyme, be- 
fore none ſhalbe vſed in all 
thinges as the former Sonday, 
except that the 26, of Leuiticus 
may 


| may be red for the 28. of Deute 
ronomie, and for the prayer ſhal 
be vied that which is to be foud 


in the Pfalme book, the 265. 


page, beginning, Eternall and 
everlaſting, &e. 


Sonday at after None. 
Pſalm. 78. 
Hiſtorie. the 9. of Damiel. 


T HE exhortation and pray- 
ers ended, for the concluſion 
ſhalbe aiſtinEily red the $0. Pſal. 
And ſo with exhortation to every 
man to conlidder to what endithe 
v hole exerciſe tendeth. With 
benediGion the Aſſcmblic ſhalbe 
demitted, 


T HE exhortations and pray- 
ers of cuerie ſeveral] exerciſe, 
ve haveremitted to be gathered 
by the diſcrete Miniſters, for tyme 
preafied vs fo, that we coulde not 
frame them in ſuche ordour as wes 


wa 
F 
” 


_— my _ 
- o— - Soo—m nn Alte ono os 
FE p D 


—  — 9RIGn—C CO O—_ 
— ee Sooltes + oo ooo non nt Een Wool oi er eee 
. 4 " = 


_—  — —— 


v4, >_> - $4 ke 


convenient, nether yet" thoughr 
we it ſo expedient to pen, prayers 
vnto men, as to teache them with 
what heart, and affection, and for 
what cauſes we ſhulde pray in this 
orcat calamitie , appearing ſhortlie 
to ouerwhelme this whole Reaim, 
vnles god of his gfeat mercy abute 
mannes expectation finde the re- 
meady, Before whome it is that 
we have (and preſently do ) pro- 
ſtrate our ſelues, for obteaning of 
thoſe thinges, withonat whiche the 
lyght of his Euangele, can not long 
cotinew with vs. And therfore yet 
ones againe we exhorte, & by the 
power comitted yntovs by Gol, 
charge all that proteſſe r1e Lord 
Teſus,and the finceritie of arts Eud- 
gle, within this Realme, that euct 
as they loue the q: 1y =rnes of rh«ir 
common wealth, the continuance 
of Chrilt Teſus his holy Fuangle 
within the ſame, and their owen 
Saluation, together with the Salur- 
tion of their poſterite, that vntea- 


nedly 


nedly they preftrate them fe'ves 
before the T hrone of Godes Va- 
zcſtie, & 1n vitternes of heart pray . 
with s. 

Ryſe 6 Lord, and let thyne 

ernimies be confcunded. Let 
them fle from thy prefence, that 
hate thy godly name. Let the g:0 
nes of thy atlited enter in before 
thee. And preſerue thow by thy 
ox en power fiicheas be appoyn- 
ted to death, Let not thy ennmY- 
c5 thus triumph to the end: bur let 
them vnderlitand thar againlit thee 
they fight. Preſerue the wyne 
which t; yy ryght hand hath plan- 
ted, Oppcne tiy power to rhe 
over of that Romaine Anti- 
chrilt, ard let the oJorie of 

thyne annoy nted  efus 
Chritt our Lord, ſhvne 
before 311 Nations. 
So be 1t. 


& Haſten Lord and tary not. 


INTENDENTES, MT 
NISTERS, AND C@MMISSI- 
oners of Kirkes, Reformed within 
the Realme of Scotland, Aſſemb- 
led in Edinburgh- the 25. day of 
December. 1565. To the Mi- 
miters of Teſus Chriſt, within the 
ſame Realme, defyre grace and 
peace from God the Father of our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, witt*the pefpe- 
tuall conforte of the — Spirite. 


DO ay HE preſent miſtn'e, 
FR. and greater troubles 
q appearing {Þortly ro 
? . follow, craue (deare 
| A. brethrene) that eue- 
r1e one of vs exhorte and admo- 
riſhe another , that we recule not 
back in the beginning of this bat- 
tel, which is cum vpon vs,vnlook- 
ed for of many, And = crefore' it 


2, Timer, 2, 


Duc, 9, 


15 that we your brethrene, partak- 
ers with yow of the afflitions of 


- Teſus Chriſt, yoderſtandivg the ex 


tremitie, wherein the whole Minj- 


-ſters within this Realme now 11d, 


for lake of reaſonable prouiſion,to 
them ſelues and poore families, 

Haue thoughr expedient to com- 
municate with yow our myndes « 
by this our letter. Which 1s, that 
firſte we ſhall deligently marke 
thoſe wordes of the Apoltle ſay- 
ing, No man ſhalbe crouned, onlecs 
he ſtrive laughtfully , and alſo that 
fearctull ſentence of our Maſter 
Teſus Chriſt ſaying. No man put- 
ting his hand to the plough, and 
looking backe, is apt to the King- 
dome of God. We haue ones pro 
felled our ſ{elues warriours againſt 
Sathan, and laubourers in the huſ- 


_bandrie of the Lord our God, who 


of his mercy hathe opened oure 
mouthes to exhorte vthers to co- 
tempe this wicked worlde, and to 
contend to enter into that heaven 


ly 


ly Teruſale. God hath honored vs 
ſo, that men hath iudged vs the 
Meſsingers of the euerlaſting , by 
vs hath he diſcloſed Idolatrie , by 
vs are the wicked of the worlde 
rebuked, and by vs hath our God 
coforted the conſciences of many 
that were oppreſſed with ignorice 
and impietie, Conſidder then 
deare brethrene what ſclander & 
offence ſhall we giue to the weak? 
What occaſion of reioyſing ſhall 
the ennimies haue? And to what 
ionominie ſhall we expone the glo 
rious Euangle of Teſus Chriſt 2 If 
that we for any accaſion ſhall de- 
fiſt and ceaſe from publict preach- 
ing of the ſame. 

We that admoniſhe yow are 
not ignorant, nether yet altoge- 
ther withour experience, how ve- 
hement a dart pouertic is , & what 
troubleſome cogitations1t 15 able 
to raſe, yea, euen in men of grea- 
teſt conſtancie, But yet deare 


brethrene , we ought carneſtlic to 
G. 2 


Math, 10 


To:n. 18, 


conſidder with what conditiones 
we are entered , into this moſte 
honorable vocation, and what we 
chietly ſcake in the preaching of 
the Euingle., For it we lay before 
ther conaltions , then Teſus 
ctlin laide before his Apoltles, 
when he ſend them furth firſte to 
reache tne glaide tydinges of his 
Kingdome, & X if welſcake and ym1 
gine to our {:lacs, better cntreat- 
ment of tnis wicked generation, 
then we hnd rhe Jerreſt ſeruands 
of God haue gotten in the worlde, 
we cther ccceaue our ſelues, or 
els declaire vs not to be trew ſuc- 
cours of rnoſe, whoſe dofcrine 
we propone to tho people, They 
were ſend turih as ſheape, amongs 
the middcit of Wolfes, to themi it 
ves pronounced. That they ſhuld* 
be hated, they {hul4 be mocked, 
men ſhulue curſie and perſecute 
them for the Teitimonie of tne 
treuth, which threatn ings we find 
not to haue bene vaine, but to 
haue 


haue fallen vpone thechiefeſt me- 
bers of ITeſus Chriſt , as tie Ates 
e | of the Apoſtles { RE teltimonie. 
f | And: think we that the. ſame E- 
e | vangle which they preached ,can 
s have ane vther ſucceſſe in oure 
Miniſterie then it had in tnetres 2 
8 1 giſtes. we mulſte conflelle oure 
; ſelues farre. Inferioure to thoſe 
| lyghtes of the worlde, in deli- 
- || gence. and paineſull crauell we can 
not be. compared, and yet we look 
; | to be partakers of the Kingdome, 
which god hath prepared for ſuch 
2s pacicatly avyde the gainecom- 
ming of the Lord leſus. And ſhall 
vel nothing communicate with 
them?. They were ſome tymes 
whipped , ſome tymes ſtoned , oft 
calt in preaſon , and the blood of 
' M many ſealed vp their doctrine. E-« 
And {hall we for pouertie lJeaue ', g, 
the flock of [efus Chrilt, before T* f | | 
that it vtterly refuſe vs? God 
forb14 deare brethrene, for what | 
ſhall difcerne vs from the Merce- . 
G. 3 


Toan E ! O, 


naries and Hyrelings ? Ifour c6- 
ſtancie in aduerſitie ſhal not do it 
The Hyrelings in tyme of quiet- 
ues,teache the treuth as we do, in 
vittes and vtterance they commd6- 
lie excead vs, inlyfe and conucr- 
ſation, they may fora ſeaſon be 
irreprechenſible, What is it then 
that maketh them Hyrelings? 
Our malter &Sauiour leſus Chrilt 
anſxereth ſaying. The merce- 
naric ſeeth the Wolte comming, 
and fleeth, becauſe he 1s a Merce- 
narie, Then the leauing of the 
flock, when Wolfes come to in- 
uade it, proueth ſuche as were hol 
den Paſtours, to be nothing but 
Hyrelings, we deny not, butitin 
one Cietie we be perſecuted, we 
may laughtfully flee vato another, | 
yea,ifone Realme caſt vs furth, ve 
may receaue the benclite of ano* 
ther. But cuer {Hl with this con :; 
dition,that we calt not frongvs the 
prefeſtion thar publetly we have 
mide, nether yet that we ccaſeto F 
fead | 


fead the flock of Teſus Chriſt, and 
to gaineſtand the teachers of fals 
doarine, ſo farre turth as in vs ly- 
eth. - 'But hereiato ſtandeth the 
queſtion, whether may-we whome 
God hath called to this honour, 


that he hath made vs Ambaſiidous- 
res of his good will, vnto this vn- 


thankfull generation, ach frome 
our vocations? Becauſe that we 
can not be prouided of Reatona- 
ble l1uinges , as God hath comma- 
ded, and our traue!les deſ{crue, 
The- Spirite -of God vaitormlie 
through the Scriprures wil anſwer 
vs. Thar Helias wes fend to be fel 
by the Rauens. Elizeus and his 
Scollers were compelled to gather 
Herbes to make pottage. Paule 
did oft live by the worke of his 
oyen handes, but weneuer finde 
rhat they receauel dimiſSion trom 
their vocations. Seing then dear 
brechrene, that God as yet haths 
poor gy eb none of vs with the exrre 
Mitie that wwe hnde vthers betare 
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vs, haue ſuffered and overcome, 
let vs be aſhamed ſo ſuddenly to 

faint,cuen in the brunt of the bes 
te]l. The price of Chriſt Teſus his 
death and paſsion is commurreil 0 
our Charge, the eyes of men ,are 
bent vpon vs, and we muſt anfy er 
before that Tudge, who will notad 
mit eucrie excuſe that pleaſeth VS, 
but will Tudge vprygatly,as in his. 


x orde- he hacks before Pronoun-, 


ced, Let vs therefore Rand faſt, 
not onely in the treuth, but alſo in 
detence & aduarcing of the ſame, 
which we cin not do, if we ceale 
{rom our publict vocaitons, Let 
vs dearc brethren ſtand fall in the 
ſame, & commit our bodies to the 

arc of 1m who feadeth the fou- 
les of the aire, and hath promy lcd 
that he knowerh wheieof we have 
ne2d., He prcſerued vs in the dark- 
ne; of orr Mothers kotſome, tlie 
piowy ded our foode in thear bret- 
its, and 1:fruqed vs to vie the 
ſiume, when we knew himnot, he 
hath 


—_ 


hath nouriſhed vs 1n.the tyme. of 
blyndnes and of impietie, and will 
he now dilpyſe "2 When we call 


vpone hint, and preache the gloxi | 


ous goſpel! | of his dezre Sone our 
Lord Iefus. Nay deare brechrene, 
he nether will nor can, vnles that 
infhdelitie cut vs of from | 11s Mmet- 
cyfull prouidence, Let Vs COn= 
idder.that the whole earth is the 
Lordes, and all the falnes of the 
ſame, cha hei1s able to. moue the 
Iorada of men, as beſt pl [eaſeth 
him, He 1s.able.to blifſe and mul- 
tiplie thin ges that are nothing in 
the eyes of carnal men, Tt 1s but 
pouertie that as yet doeth threa- 
ten vs, which if we be not able to 
contempne : how thall we abyde 
the furie and terroure of dearh? . * 
Which many thouſfandecs hefore 
v5 hauc ſuſfer od {or the S! teftimonic 
ofthe ſame tent, WHICH we pro- 
feſſe and terche, and dilpy "(cd all 
worldly redemption , as the Apo- 


{ile ſeaketi, This is but a gen= 
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ell tryall which our Father taketh 
of our obedieace, which if we wil- 
lingly offer vnto him, the bowels 
of his Fatherly compaſsion , will 
rather cauie the heauens, yea, the 
Rockes & Rivers to Miniſter vn- 
to vs thinges neceſlarie to the bo- 
die, then that he ſhall ſuffer ys to 
periſhe, if we dedicate our whole 
fines vato him.Let vs be frequet in 
reading ( which allace ouer many 
diſpiſe) exrnelt in prayer, deligct 
1n watcheiag ouer the flock, com- 
mitred to our charge, and let our 
ſobrietie and temperate lyfe, etha- 
me the wicked, and be exemple 
to the godly. had the there is no 
dout, but the Eternall our God 
fhallremendy this extremitie, he 
ſhall confound our ennimies, and 
{hall ſhortly conuert our teares & 
murning, 13 10y and myrth,to tie 
glorie of his owen Name, and to 
tie conforte of the poſteritic to 
cum. Through the merites and 
'1terceſsion of (clus Chriit ou: , 
].or 


Lord, whoſe holy Spirite con- 
forte yow and vs to the end, 
OfEdinburgh in our ge- 
nerall Aſſemblie, the 
laſt Seſ51o0n thereok. ----. 
ANNO. 1565. 
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CE To the fairhfull Reader. 


Lbeit that nether ſuche as did 

farſte command, nether yet 
thoſe that haue trauelled ro ſet 
furthe this ordour of public Fa- 
{ting, and admonitions to the Mi- 
niſters, hane impyre aboue the bo- 
dics of ſuche as vato whome they 
wryte: yet haue they no dout po- 


wer from Gced to rebuke linne, & 


to crane repentance, eſpecially of 
ſuche as God hath called to his 
knowledge, in the middelt af this 
moſte obitinare and corrupt gene- 

ration. 
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ration... And therefore in the bow 
els of Ieſus Chriſt, we requyre all 
men to ponder and vey , whatis 
the eſtate of this Realme at this 
preſent;; and if they ſe not clearely 
iuſt cauſes why that. Gad ſhoulde 
puniſhe in his hote diſpleaſure, the 
we can be content.that men liue 
at their owen quyetnes. Bur if 
that juſtice be vaiuerfally. opprel- 
ſed, & iniquitie ſo menteaned,that 
it ouerflo xeth this whole realm e 
then dare we be bolde to cry with 
the Propact Ezechiell, that ſuche 
as murne not for the abhominati- 
ons that now habound., {hall pe- 
rifhe in the'1 1niquitie of this moſtc 
ſubbarne generation. : Will 
that ſucheo 2.45 le; aplic obey God, 
ſpeaking. by his moite diſpy ſed 
Mir niſters, ſhall xvoydo vengeance 
bothe temporall and eternall, we 
dout not but ſuche as think them 
ſel1es more wyle, then they de- 
claire them ſelues godly, ſhal aſk 


wherefore {hall we be ſubiect to 
the 


the ordinances of men? Have we 
not the Spirite of God to teache 
vs in all thinges?. We anſwer, that 
ifweas men mend any thing, 
letit not be obeyed, but if we = 
this age command the {ame things 
xhich God in the ages before vs, TY 
hath commanded by his ſcruandds, - #.. 
Jet them be ware, leaſt that in diſ-26" 
pyling of vs, they diſpy ſe not allo 
the Eternall God = whoſe holie , 
wordeis to vs aſſurance of eucric 922 vfh 
precept that we have giucn. - An d JI 
turther, we fearc not to ſay andy os 
{uche as murne not with ITacob in 
his affliction, ſhal not reioyte with 
him in the day of his come— 
but they ſhalbe copelJed to murnev] Jae! 
and quaike with Pharo without o* a J 
end. 
Many thinges we hate omitul 
_ to further oportunitie, and better 
occaſion, God grant that things 
ſemplie ſpoken , & vprightly met, 
may be interpret according to the 
reule of charitic, and obedientlic 
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followed as God requyreth. 


qT Iohne Knox at the eommand 


of the publict Aſlemblie. 
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CE Watche and pray, for the dayes 
Febr, to, are cuill, and the ryghteous Iuage 
3s in Teadynes to Cum. 


_ ET Haſten Lord and tary not. 


